








THE WASHINGTON 


THEOLOGICAL REPERTORY. 








Let us bold fast the profession of our faith without wavering. Heb. x. 23. 








| No. IV. 


NOVEMBER, 1820. 





aE 











THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


Miss Sinclair's Letter on the Christian Faith. 
(Continued from p. 73.) 

I do not much wonder, that the 
people of this world, find the exer- 
cises of devotion so tiresome. To 
them,’ they suggest nothing but 
gloomy, or at best, uninteresting 
ideas ; but to the Christian, they pre- 
sent views, which are not only sub- 
lime and interesting, but transporting 
and delightful, nay, sometimes, when 
he is enabled by the Spirit of God, to 
draw nigh, with the full assurance of 
Faith, or when he is listening to an 
eloquent sermon from an Evangelical 
Preacher, he almost feels as if he 
were already transported to that 
Heaven to which his thoughts habit- 
ually tend. 

I observe further, that the belief 
of this system of doctrine, must have 
a still more direct tendency, \ pro- 
mote in us the love of Christ. Surely 
those who believe him to be ther 
own Saviour, and that he died for 
them, will feel more love and grati- 
tude towards him, than those who 
merely look upon him as the Saviour 
of sinners in general. They can 


adopt the language of St. Peter, and 

exultingly speak of their Redeemer, 

as of him, ‘ Whom not having seen 

they love; in whom, though now they 

see him not, yet believing, they re- 

joice with joy unspeakable and full 
Vol. Ul. No. IV. 
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of glory ;** and this love to Christ, 
produces in their souls asincere love 
and affection for their fellow-crea- 
tures. As the blessed Jesus is now 
in heaven, and they upon earth, they 
cannot personally give him any 
proofs of their affectionate gratitude ; 
but they can do what they know, is, 
in his estimation, equivalent. Yow 
of course remember the beautiful 
and aflecting words of our adorable 
Redeemer ; ‘lorasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye did it unto me.’f These 
words make a strong unpression upon 
every real Christian. When he be- 
holds an object in distress, whom it 
is in his power to relieve, he looks 
upon it as an opportunity of showing 
his gratitude to him, ‘ Who died for 
his ofleuces, and rose again for his 
justification. *f 

{ would further remark, that all 
mankind may be divided into two 
classes -~—Those wii. »re Christians, 
and those who are not.. Now a 
Christian finds no difficulty ~hatever, 
in loving his fellow Chris» ins, as 
they have the same views, the same 
hopes, the same desires, the same 
fears, the same aversions, and the 
same Saviour. So complete a sym- 
pathy, cannot fail to excite affection 


*1Pet.i.8. tMats.xxv. 4¢. | Rom. iv, %, 
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98 Miss Sinclair's Letter on the Christian Faith. 


and esteem ; and with regard to those 
who are not Christians, though a be- 
liever does not love them in the 
sume manner that he loves his bre- 
thren, (I mean, that he does not take 
pleasure in their society ;) and tbat 
he cannot join in their feelings and 
sentiments, yet he looks upon them 
with the sincerest pity, and with an 
anxious wish to promote their spirit- 
ual benefit. As he knows, by expe- 
rience, the full value of the change 
which has passed upon his own 
heart, he is desirous to communicate 
that bliss to all around him ; and as 
he truly loves his Saviour, he is so- 
licitous to increase the number of his 
subjects. This desire to do good, 
prompts him to avoid whatever 
might appear harsh and repulsive, 
and to be courteous and obliging, 
kind and benevolent, even to those 
whom he cannot esteem, hoping, 
that by these means he may gain ac- 
cess to their hearts, and may become 
the honoured instrument of promot- 
ing their eternal salvation. 

Thus, | have endeavoured to 
prove, | hope to your satisfaction, 
that the Evangelical System of Reli- 
gion, has the most direct and power- 
ful tendency, to promote, in our 
hearts, the love of God, and of our 
neighbour ; and if 1 have proved 
this, | have proved every thing ; for, 
as our Saviour observes, * On these 
two commandments hang all the law 
and the Prophets ;’* that is to say, 
those who truly love God and their 
neighbour, will fulfil all the various 
duties which they owe to both. 

1 cannot, however, quit this part 
of my subject, without making one 
observation more, which is, that the 
Faith of the Gospel, is our best pre- 
seryation against the snares, both of 
prosperity and of adversity : which 
remark I propose to explain at some 
length. 

To begin then with Prosperity. 
The chief danger attending that state 


* Matt. xxii, 40. 
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is, that it strongly exposes us to the 
temptation of becoming ‘ Lovers of 
pleasure, more than lovers ot 
God ;"* and this danger is consider- 
ably increased, when those, whose 
outward circumstances are, on the 
whole, prosperous, are also young 
and lively, and have been introduced 
into gay and fashionable circles. 
Persons in such circumstances, may 
be said to stand on the brink of a 
precipice. They run the greatest 
risk of being drawn into a vortex of 
folly and dissipation, in which al! 
sense of religion is likely to be swal- 
lowed up. But the Faith of the 
Gospel—that Faith which | have 
been describing, not only fortifies 
the mind against such temptations. 
but | might almost venture to say, 
that, toa real believer, they cease to 
be temptations at all. Ask an emi- 
nent Christian, who has just been 
rejoicing in his Saviour, whether he 
would be willing to give up these 
delightful contemplations, or even to 
suspend the exercise of them for a 
while, that he might go to a play, ora 
ball, or read a novel! and he would 
be apt to smile at the question. Not 
only does he look upon these amuse- 
ments as vain, and ensnaring; not 
only does he know that they are apt 
to steal away the heart from God, to 
indispose him for'the exercises of 
devotion, and to draw him back, as it 
were, to that world from whence he 
has with so much difficulty escaped ; 
not only does he avoid them on these 
accounts, but he can with truth say, 
that he has altogether lost his relish 
for them, in the same manner as you, 
now that you are grown up, have 
lost your relish for the toys and 
amusements of children. It is true, 
indeed, that a Christian may be so 
circumstanced, as to be obliged to 
mix more with gay circles, and to 
join more in vain diversions, than he 
could wish ; but when that is the 
case, he will enter into them with 


* 2 Tim. iii. 4. 
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real reluctance, and will gladly es- |! 


cape from them as soonas he can. 
I ought to add, however, espectal- 


The XXXIX Articles of Religion coliated with Texts of Scripture. aa 


There is one evil, however, which 
Tl have not yet mentioned, and which, 
to the people of this world, is the 


ly in writing to a young person like | most formidable of all: —1 mean 


you, that this change, from the love 


Death Now here it is, that the tri- 


, 
of pleasure, to the love of Goud, is [umph of Evangelical Principles is 


usually gradual; and that a young) 
convert, does not, generally speak-_ 


ing, Zain s0 complete a victory over) ing 
fable doubts and fears; bat To am 


the world, at once. 


complete. Tallow indeed, that some 
we ik Christians, may, at sacha try- 
period, be assailed with unreason- 


I proceed now to remark, thatthe spe aking of those who are strong mn 


Faith of the Gospel i is not only our, 


i aith, and the vy are enabled, even in 


best preservative against the snares |) ithe immediate prospect of dissolu- 


of prosperity, but that its blessed ef: 
fects are equally conspicuous tn ad- | 
versity. 
inspires contentment and resigna- 
tion nay, itis a firm and effec tual | 
support in the midst of every calami-. 
ty to which a believer can be expos- | 
ed. Is the Christian visited with | 
sickness ? he anticipates the period | 
when pain and sorrow shall for ever 
flee away. Is he oppressed by po- 
verty ? he reflects on the treasure | 
which he possesses in Heaven. Is) 
he deprived of a friend? He looks 
forward to the time, when he shall 
join the society of Saints and Angels. 
In short, he knows and believes, 
‘ That all things shall work together 
for his good ;* and that his light af- 
flictions, which are but for a mo- 
ment, shall work out for him, a far 
more exceeding, even an eternal, 
weight of glory.’t 





* Rom, viii. 28. +2 Cor. iv. 17. 





| tion, to give glory to God. They 


know in whom they have believed. 


It silences murmurs :—it | \ They know, that, utterly vile and 


‘worthless in theraselves, they are 
‘complete in Christ {and relying 
on his mediation, they can fearlessly 


commit their souls into the hands of 
' ° 
that merciful Creator, who hes al- 


ready pardoned, justified, and sane- 
tified them. ‘ Though their heart 
and flesh do faint and fail, they can 


litt up their heads with joy, knowing * 


that their redemption draweth 
nigh :°§ and some of them can 
even adopt the triamphant language 
of St. Paul, ‘O death, where is thy 
sting ? Oh Grave, where ts thy vic- 
tory ? Thanks be to God, who giveth 
us the victory, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.’ || 


t Coloss. ii. 10. 
f] 1 Cor. xv. 55, 57. 


§ Luke xxi. 26, 28. 


(To be concluded.) 


ps 


The XXXIX Articles of Religion collated with Texts of Scripture, 
(Concluded from page 79.) 
ART. 32. 


Bishops, priests, and deacons are not commanded by 
God’s law, either to vow the estate of single life, or to 
abstain from marriage ; therefore, it is lawful for them, 
as for all other christian men, to marry at their own 
discretion, as they shall judge the same to serve better 
to godliness. 
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Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled ; but whore- 
mongers and adulterers, God will judge. Heb. xiii. 4. Have we [St. 
Paul, and his fellow labourers] not power to lead about a sister, a wife, 
as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord and Cephas ? 
1 Cor. ix. 5. A bishop must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
vigilant, sober, &c. Let these [deacons} first be proved, &c. being 
vund blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, 
sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one 
wife, ruling their children, and their own houses well. 1 Tim. i. 2, 
10, 11, 12. 

ART. 33. 


That person which by open denunciation of the 
church, is rightly cut off from the unity of the church, 


and excommunicated, 
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, 
! and my spirit with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such 
Ree: an one unto satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may 
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. 
ought to be taken, of the whole multitude of the faith- 
ful, as an heathen, and publican, 

If he [the offending brother] neglect to hear the church, let him be 
unto thee, as an heathen man and a publican. Matt. xxiii. 17. 1 have 
written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a bro- 
ther, be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolator, or a railer, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner ; with such an one, no, not to eat. Put 
away from among yourselves that wicked person. 1 Cor. vii. 13. If 
there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not 
into your house, neither bid him God speed. 2 John, 10. 


| until he be openly reconciled by penance, [repentance, ] 
Te he and received into the church by a judge that hath au- 
i i thority thereunto. 


Suflicient to such a man [the penitent excommunicated person,] is 
el this punishment which was infiicied of many. So that contrariwise 
ye ought rather to -or,ive him, ud comfort him, lest perhaps such on 
WMD one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. 2 Cor. ti. 6, 7. 
ARI. 34. 


hit It is notnecessary that traditions, and ceremonies be 
vi Mn in all places one, or utterly like; tor at all times, they 
td yi have been diverse, and may be changed according to 
i the diversity of countries, times, and r.en’s manners, 
a so that nothing be ordained against God’s word. Who- 
Pee | soever, through his private judgment, willingly and 

hs Bh purposely, doth openly break the traditions and cere- 
Pee monies of the church, which be not repugnant to the 
:) word of God, and be ordained and approved o: common 

| authority, 
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Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves, for 
they watch for your souls. Heb. xin. 17. Letall dings be done de- 
cently, and in order. 1 Cor. xiv. 40. If any man seem to be contentious, 
we have no such custom, neither the churches of God. 1 Cor. xi. 16. 


ought to be rebuked openly, (that others may fear to 
do the like,) 





" Them that sin, rebuke before all, that others also may fear. 1 Tim. 
v. 20. Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly. af 
1 Thess. vy. 14. ! ‘ t 
as he [i. e. one] that offendeth against the common | ; 
order of the church. i 
1 am with you in the spirit, joving, and beholding your order. Col. : é 
i. v. We command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus t t 
Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves trom every brother that walketh a 
disorderly, and not alter the traditions which he received of us. | t 
2 Thess. ni. 6. | \ 
- te 4 
and hurteth the authority of the magistrate, aif 
Submit yourselves to every ordirmece of man for the Lord’s sake. 4 
1 Pet. u. 13. 7 
and woundeth the consciences of the weak brethren. | 
But when ye sin against the brethren, and wound their weak con- ae 
science, ye sin against Christ. 1 Cor. vin. 12. \ | 
Every particular and national church hath authority | it 
to ordain, change, and abolish ceremonies, or rites of a 


the church, ordained only by man’s authority, so that ! 
all things be done to edifying. 
Let us, therefore, follow atter the things which make for peace, and 
things whereby one may edify another. 1 Kom. xiv. 19. 
» ART. 35. 

The second book of homilies, the several titles where- 
of we have joined under this article, doth command a 
godly and wholesome doctrine, and necessary tor these 
times; as doth the former book of homilies, which were 
set forth in the time of Edward the Sixth; and there- 
fore we judge them to be read in churches by the min- 
isters diligently and distinctly, that they may be under- 
standed of the people. 


na neem ne SPO aaa 


ART. 36. 
The book of consecration of bishops and ordering 


of priests and deacons as set forth by the general con- 
vention of this church in .792, doth contain all things 
necessary to such consecration and ordering; neither 
hath it any thing that, of itself is superstitious and 
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Th ungodly ; and therefore, whosoever are consecrated, or 
i | ordered according to said form, we decree all such to 
ed be rightly, orderly, and lawfully consecrated and or- 
ii | dered. 

th iat ART. 37. 


The power of the civil magistrate extendeth to all 
men, as well clergymen as laity in all things temporal ; 
but hath no authority in things purely spiritual. And 
we hold it to be the duty of all men who are professors 
of the gospel, to pay respectful obedience to the civil 


authority regularly and legitimately constituted. 

a Subinit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake— 
Te unto governors as unto them that are sent by him for the eee of 
any evil doers, and for the praise of them that do well. 1 Pet. i. 13, 14. 
He [i. e. the magistrate] is the minister of God to thee for pre ; but 

if thou do that which is evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not the sword in 
vain; for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth evil. Kom. xin. 6. 
ART. 35. 
The riches and goods of christians are not common, 
as touching the right, title, and possession of the same, 


pty as certain anabaptists do falsely boast. 
if Peter said, why hath satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, 
and to keep back part of the price of the land ? While it remained was 
i it not thine own? And after it was sold was it not in thine own power ? 
Why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart ? Thou hast not lied 
unto men, but unto God. Acts. v. 3,4. Now them that are such, [viz. i 
disorderly,} we command, and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
with quietness they work, and eat their own bread. 1 Tim. imi, 12. 
Notwithstanding, every man ought, of such things as 
he possesseth, liberally to give alms to the poor, accord- 
ing to his ability. 

Give alms of such things as ye have. Luke, xi. 41. Charge them i 
that are rich in this world—that they do good, that they be rich in good | 
works, ready to distribute, willing to ences 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. 

ART. 39. 


yi As we confess that vain and rash swearing is forbid- 
Py den christian men by our Lord Jesus Christ, and James, 
iy his apostle, 
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es Swear not at all, neither by heaven ; for it is @bd’s throne : nor by ' 
a the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the 
+ city of the Great King : neither shalt thou swear by thy head ; because 
fi thou canst not make one hair white or black : but let your communi- 
hes cation be yea, yea; and nay, nay ; for whatsoever 7s more than these 
{ Rm cometh of evil. Matt. v. 34-~+37. Above all things, my brethren, swea 
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not, neither by heaven, neither by the 


oath : 
condemnation. James ¥. 


The Sabbath....A Letter frem a Clergyman. 


but let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay ; 
12. Thou shal: 
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earth, neither by any other 


lest ye fall into 
not take the name of the Lord 


thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh 


his name in vain. Exod. xx. 7. 


so we judge that [the] christian religion doth not pro- 
hibit, but that a man may swear when the magistrate 
requireth in a cause of faith and charity, 


Men venly swear by the greater; 
Heb. 


God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name. Deut. vi 


them an end of all strite. 


and an oath for confirmation, ts te 
vi. 16. Thou shalt fear the Lord thy 
. 13. Swear 


unte me by the Lord, that thou wilt not eut off my seed after me, and 


that thou wilt hot destroy HN Th 


xxiv. #1. 


me out ot my father’s house. 1 Sam, 


so it be done according to the prophct’s teaching, in jus- 


tice, judgment, and truth. 


And thou shalt swear the Lord liveth, in truth, in jadgment, and im 


righteousness ; and the nations 
him shall they glory. 


Jer. iv. 2. 


shall bless themselves in him, and in 


be 


THE SABBATH. 


Extract of a letter from a Clergymau of Virginia, 


to his friend in Alexandria. 
September 1, 1820 


My worthy Brother, 
and kind Friend, 


I did not see clearly, how best to 
meet your solicitude on this point. 
A set treatise on the Sabbath and its 
duties, does not appear to be what 
you aimed at ; nor yet a simple tes- 
timony with my name to it, against 


the irreverent and profane abuses of 


its sacred character, which are con- 
stantly increasing upon us. Of the 
first, there are already a great va- 
riety, and much superior to what | 
could bring forth: of the latter, it 
could pass for no more than another 
name to what is already suthiciently 
attested. Nor in fact do the descrip- 
tion of persons alluded to, require it 
in either of these ways. When they if 
allow themselves to think at all of 
such things, the witness they have 
within, corresponds with the testi- 
mony of all religious peop!e—both as 
to the sacred institution of the day ; 
and the purpose it is to be applied to. 


ie having no relish for spiritual 


things, the carnal mind asserts its 
supremacy, and renders not only the 
Sabbath and its peculiar duties, but 
all other religious exercises, a wea- 
riness. So true is your observation, 








‘that neglect or profanation of the 
Sabbath, is conclusive evidence, that 
the heart is not right with God.” 
To expect, therefore, from people 
who as yet, have no serious religious 
impressions, and especially from 
young persons in this situation, a 
deyout observance of the Sabbath, 

or indeed any other religious duty , 
is to look for fruit before the tree 
has blossomed : while to exact it from 
them by authority, seldom ends 
otherwise, than to increase the natu- 
ral dislike of the carnal mind to the 
things of God, and to lessen the in- 
fluence of the advis ser, whether pa- 
rent or friend. This | believe is the 


experience of almost every family, 
where the head of that family has 
embraced religion late in lite, and 





has laboured to enforce in others, 
nnder his charge, the observance of 
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104 The Sabbath....A Lett 
duties now become sacred in his 
eyes, 1 his is a most deplorable 
evil, and calls loudly for some reme- 
dy ; and the only eiectual one, rests 
with parents and masters themselves, 
in labouring in the true spirit of| 
christian and parental love to in-| 
plant the fear of God in their hearts, 
with reverence for his commands 1 
their lives ; and jn setting betore 
them a lively example of both, in 
their own walk and conversation. 
Such a course as this, | am firmly 
persuaded, connected as it is with 
God's promised blessing, could never 
fail to realize all that the mort anx- 
ious parent can wish, for the spiritual 
welfare of bis) children-——and pro- 
duce, not only reverence for the 
Lord’s day, but delight in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord. And wherever it has appear- 
ed to fail, where the exertions of 
pious parents in behalf of the reli- 
gious unprovement of their families, 
has not been crowned with success, 
in nine cases out of ten, | will ven- 
ture to aflirm, there has been some 
inconsistency, between the life, and 
and the profession. It is wonderful 
how quick the irreligious part of 
mankind are to discover any thing at 
variance with the royal law in the 
walk of a professor, and how reacily 
they apply it, to bolster up their own 
infidelity. And still stronger is the 
effect in a man’s own family, where 
po cautious concealment of his real 
character can be practised. Wite, 
children, and servants must see him 
in his unguarded moments ; and the 
effect is inevitable. ‘Though he 
speak with the tongue of men and 
angels, if his practice towards them 
does not correspond, it ts ail in vain, 
yea, worse than in vain ; for the 
spring being poisoned at the fountain, 
all who drink of it, must partake of 
its deadly eflects. In this respect, 
heads of families rank in some de- 


t 


er from a Clergyinan. NOVEMBER, 
responsibility of their character, we 
should not see stich multitades grow- 
ing up in ignorance of themselves, 
and of the destiny that awaits them. 
(On the particular subject of your 
‘anxiety, we should not find it so difh- 
cult to enforce outward reverence 
for the Sabbath ; nor would those 
who are really desirous to do it he- 
hour, be oppressed, and too often 
overcome, by the double dithculty of 
the natural averseness of the human 
breast to God and religion; and the 
\force of example, not only in the 
openly ungodly, but in that of the 
good sort of lukewarm fashionable 
church going people, who make no 
difference between the Sabbath and 
any other day of the week, except 
that they go to church, (twice a day, 
perhaps, if it does not interfere with 
a hot dinner,) and neither sew nor 
knit. But whatever difliculties, or 
even oppositions, may attend the 
performance of our duty to God, we 
must meet them—yea, more, we 
inust overcome them. They are our 
trials here, and they serve to prove 
the reality of our religion ; whether 
we are willing to count families and 
friends, the praise and frowns of the 
world, as dross, so that we may win 
Christ, and be found in him. Who- 
ever, then, would save his own soul, 
and the souls of others, whether mi- 
nister or head of a family, must dare 
to be singular; and if he would be 
benetictal to others, he must not con- 
tent himself with exhortation or ad- 
vice, but must show, that what he 
requires of others, he first sets an 
example of in his own family, and 
this not in one or two particulars, 
but by being * holy ia all manner of 
conversation.’ 
As the violation of the Sabbath, by 
making it a day of visiting and feast- 
iing, on the part of those who enter- 
tain no concern for religion, proceeds 
jin agreat degree from the laxity that 


: 








grce with ministers of reiigion. The 
souls of others are committed to 


them, and did they but feel the awful | 


has obtained in lower respects, 


among professors, in the appropria- 
|tion of that day, the cure of the evil 
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must begia with them. They must | 


venure to close their doors on that | conduct. 


day, against prommuscuons c ompany, 

and restrain their families froi in- 

fringing the rule in the funiles of 

others. They must show, that to | 
their household, it is s: wredly a day 
of rest from sa Yoadlag that none are 
resirained from the worship of God 
in his temple, by providing for the 
entertainment of those who attend 
upon it. Servants have souls to be 
saved, as well as their masters. The | 
intervals of public worship must be 
filled up, not with yawning listless- 
ness, or total seclusion from con- | 
verse, but in such exercises as may | 
fulfilthe object of its appointment, in | 
printing more deeply on the heart, 
the love of God in the redemption of} 
the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, | 
andthe great obligation we are under, 
with him, to die unto sin, and rise 
again unto newness of life. Some 
of these intervais should be private, 
but much may be socially spent, for 
Christianity is a social religion ; and 
thus may we strengthen and contirim 
each other. Sure lam, that was a 
practice of this kind more general, 
did christians thus keep themselves 
separate, and come out from among | 
the world, if only on the Lord’s day, | 
its influence would be speedily felt. | 
The more moral, but still irvelisions| 
part of the community, would te el 
the privation of what ihey esteem ; 
while the reprobate and openly vi- | 
cious, by being confined to the soctety 
of each other, would sooner feel the 
degradation of vice, and be roused | 
to consideration. The line being 
drawn on one day, would insensibly 
extend its influence tothe rest of the 
week ; and thus would the younger 
part of ev ery religious fiunily be pre- 
served in some good degree, from the 
contagion of evil communications. 
Certainly something of the sort is in 
the power of every serious family, | 
and would undoubtedly be productive 


| 
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‘course | had to pursue. 





of a most happy change, at least in | 
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outward decency and decorum of 
My own experience gives 
sme some right to speak on this sub- 
ject. Visiting and receiving visits, 
withall the other modes in vogue for 
i killing time onthe Sabbath, had been 
my constant practice: but when 
‘awakened to better things, the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of such conduct 
Was at once apparent, as was the 
My ac- 
quaintances were given to under- 
stand, that | could no longer receive 
or pay visils on the Sabbath ; and if 
a neighbour nevertheless ventured 
to see us, on a day when there was 
no public worship, it made no alter- 
ation in the distribution of our time. 


if they chose to join in our exer- 


cises, they were welcome ; if not, it 
made no difference, they went on. 
This, and nothing but a cold dinner, 
soon drove the time-killers to seek 
another haunt. On days when we 
could atiend preaching, that our ser- 
yvants mie! t be unrestrained, no din- 
ner of any kind was provided, but a 
cup of tea and a slice of cold ham in 
the evening, was fully sufficient for 
all our wants. In towns, where 
those who think alike can more e easily 


associate together and act in concert,,. 


must the ellort be mace to turn the 
current, which now sets so strong 
against all that is) vital in religion. 
Though the preciseness and rigour 
of the letter is abated, from what it 
was under the Old-Testament dispen- 
sation, yet is i still a holy day, a 
day of praise and prayer, of thank- 
fulness and re joiciug for a risen Re- 
deemer ; and the person who fecls 
not what is due to Alnughty God for 
creation and redemption, has yet te 
learn the use of a rational nature, 
May God bless your efforts to lead 
your family and friends to the light 
of life, and cause your hight so to 
shine, that others seeing your good 
works, may glorify your Father 
which is in beaven. 

I remain, very afiectionaely, &. 
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its deadly effects. In this respect, 


duties now become sacred in his 
eyes, i his is a most deplorable 
evil, and calls loudly for some reme- 
dy ; and the only eijectual one, rest- 
with parents and masters themselves, 
in labouring in the true spirit of| 
christian and parental love to im-| 
plant the fear of God in their hearts, 
with reverence for his commands in 
their lives ; and jn setting betore 
them a lively example of both, in 
their own walk and conversation. 
Such a course as this, | am firmly 
persuaded, connected as it is with 





God's promised blessing, could never i 


fail to realize all that the most anx- 
jous parent can wish, for the spiritual 
welfare of his children—and_ pro- 
duce, not only reverence for the 
Lord’s day, but delight in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord. And wherever it has appear- 


responsibility of their character, we | 


“should not see such multitudes grow- 
ing up in ignorance of themselves, 
and of the destiny that awaits them. 
On the particular subject of your 
‘anxiety, we should not tind it so difh- 
cult to enforce outward reverence 
for the Sabbath ; nor would those 
who are really desirous to do it he- 
nour, be oppressed, and too often 


the natural averseness of the human 
breast to God and religion; and the 
ilorce of example, not only in the 
openly ungodly, but in that of the 
good sort of lukewarm fashionable 
church going people, who make no 
difference between the Sabbath and 
any other day of the week, except 
that they go to church, (twice a day, 
perhaps, if it does not interfere with 
a hot dinner,) and neither sew nor 


ed to fal, where the exertions off knit. But whatever difliculties, or 


pious parents in behalf of the reli- 


even Oppositions, may attend the 


gious unprovement of their families, | performance of our duty to God, we 


has not been crowned with success, 
in nine cases out of ten, | will ven- 
ture to aflirm, there has been some 
inconsistency, between the lite, and 
and the profession. It is wondertul 
how quick the irreligious part of 
mankind are to discover any thing at 
variance with the royal law in the 
walk of a professor, and how reacily 
they apply it, to bolster up their own 
infidelity. And still stronger is the 
effect in a man’s own family, where 


po cautious concealment of his real |) 


character can be practised. Waite, 
children, and servants must see him 
in his unguarded moments ; and the 
effect is inevitable. ‘Though he 
speak with the tongue of men and 
angels, if his practice towards tiem 
does not correspond, it is all in vam, 
yea, worse than in vain; for the 
spring being poisoned at the fountain, 
all who drink of it, must partake of 


heads of families rank in some de- 
gree with ministers of religion. The 


must meet them—yea, more, we 
must overcome them. They are our 
trials here, and they serve to prove 
the reality of our religion ; whether 
we are willing to count families and 
friends, the praise and frowns of the 
world, as dross, so that we may win 
Christ, and be found in him. Who- 
ever, then, would save his own soul. 
and the souls of others, whether mi- 
jnister or head of a family, must dare 
to be singular; and if he would be 
beneticial to others, he must not con- 
tent himself with exhortation or ad- 
vice, but must show, that what he 
requires of others, he first sets an 
example of in his own family, and 
this not in one or two particulars, 





conversation.’ 
As the violation of the Sabbath, by 
making ita day of visiting and feast- 
ing, on the part of those who enter- 
tain no concern for religion, proceeds 
in agreat degree from the laxity that 
has obtained in lower respects, 








souls of others are commitied to 





jamong professors, in the appropria- 


them, and did they but feel the awful | tion of that day, the cure of the evil 


overcome, by the double dithculty of 


‘but by being * holy ia all manner of 
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must begin with them. They must} 
ve:wure to close their doors on that | 

day, against promscuons comp my, | 

and restrain their families from in- 

fringing the rule in the fimiles of 
others. They must show, that to 

their household, it is sacredly a day | 
of rest from labour; that none are 

resirained from the worship of God | 
in his temple, by providing for the 
entertainment of those who attend 
upon it. Servants have souls to be 
saved, as well as their masters. The 
intervals of public worship must be | 
filled up, not with yawning listless- | 
ness, or total seclusion from con- | 
verse, but in such exercises as may 
fulfilthe object of its appointment, in | 
printing more deeply on the heart, | 
the love of God in the redemption of | 

the world by our Lord Jesus Chris t.| 
andthe great obligation we are under, 

with him, to die unto sin, and rise | 
again unto newness of life. Some 
of these intervais should be private, | 
but much may be socially spent, for 
Christianity ts a social religion ; and 
thus may we strengthen and confirm 
each other. Sure lam, that was a 
practice of this kind more general, | 
did christians thus keep themselves 
separate, and come out from among 
the world, if only on the Lord’s day, 

its influence would be speedily felt. 
The more moral, but still irreligious 








| 
ia 
part of the community, would fee 1 
the privation of wha they esteem 5 | 
while the reprobate and openly om 
cious, by being confined to the societ y | 

| 


of each other, would sooner feel the 

degradation of vice, and be roused 

to consideration. The line being | 
drawn on one day, would insensibly | 
extend its influence to the rest of the | 
week ; and thus would tie younger | 
part of every religious fiunily be pre- 
served in some good degree, trom ihe | 
contigion of evil communications. | 
Certainly something of the sort is in 
the power of every serious family, 
and would undoubtedly be productive | 
of a most happy change, at least in | 
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outward decenc y and decorum of 
concuct. My own experience gives 


Ine some right to speak on this sub- 


ject. Visiting and receiving visits, 
withall the other modes in vogue for 
Killing time onthe Sabbath, had been 
my constant practice: but when 
lawakened to better things , the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of such conduct 
was at once apparent, as was the 
course | had to pursue. My ac- 
quaintances were given to under- 


‘i stand, that | could no longer receive 


or pay visits on the Sabbath ; and if 
a neighbour nevertheless ventured 
to see us, on aday when there was 
no public worship, it made no alter- 
ation in the distribution of our time, 
If they chose to jom in our exer- 
cises, they were welcome ; if not, it 
made no difference, they went on. 
| This, and nothing but a cold dinner, 
soon drove the time-killers to seek 
another haunt. On days when we 
could atiend preaching, ‘that ourser- 
yvants mig! t be untestrained. no din- 
ner of any kind was provided, but a 
cop of tea anda slice of « old hi un in 
the evening, was fully suffieient for 
all our wants. In towns, where 
those who think alike can more ens ily 
associate together and act in concert, 


‘| must the ellort be made to turn the 


current, which now sets so strong 
zainst all that is vital in religion, 
Though the preciseness and rigour 
of the letter ts abated, from what it 
was under the Old-Pestament dispen- 
sation, yet is 1 still a holy day, a 
day of praise and prayer, of thank- 
fulness and rejoicing for arisen Re- 
deemer ; and the person who feels 
not what is due to Almighty God for 


{ereation and redemption, has yet to 


learn the use of a rational nature. 
May God bless your eflerts to lead 
your family and ‘friends to the light 
of life, and cause your light so te 
shine, that others seeing your good 


jworks, may glorify your Father 


which is in heaven. 
I remain, very afiectionately, &¢. 
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MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


For-the Repertory. 

Sketch of the Life of the late Mrs. Mary Hesselius 

There are generally speaking, but 
jew events in the lives of private 
Christians, and especially of females, 
whose virtues shine most brilliantly 
in the retirement of the domestic 
circle, sufficiently prominent and 
commanding, to render an extended 
biographical sketch of them inter- 
esting to our readers. But when an 
eminent servant of our divine mas- 
ter, who was highly distinguished by 
intellectual and moral worth, moved 


in the first class of society, and for. 


more than half a century, shed the 
cheering light of an almost spotless 
example throughout a widely ex- 
tended circle of acquaintances and 
friends, sinks to rest—we feel as if 
a moral planet had passed through 
our hemisphere, whose rise, pro- 


| 


gress, and decline, demand a notice, 
in our pages; and it becomes our) 


important duty to concentrate, for the | 
benefit of society, a portion of that) 
holy radiance, which was scattered | 
on her path-way through life. Influ- 
enced by this consideration, we are 
induced to beheve that a sketch of the 
life of Mrs. Mary Hesselius, whilst 
it affords some frail memorial of de- 
parted worth, may serve to assure 
those who watched afar off the 
brightness of her way, that they 
were not deceived in believing that 
she was ‘filled with the fruits of 
righteousness.” To those, indeed, 
who lived under the vivifying influ- 
ence of her precept and example, we 
may not hope to pourtray her cha- 
racter in colours answerable to their 
more just conceptions of its excel- 
lence ; yet atlection may be gratified 
by the manifestation of a zeal which 
though it could not emblazon her 
worth, is solicitous to record it. 

Mrs. Mary Hesselius, the subject 





of this memoir, was born in Calvert 


county, Maryland, on the 19th Sep- 


tember, 1739. When she was but 
nine years old, her father, Richard 
Young, esq. a gentleman of fortune, 
and deservedly high standing in so- 
ciety, removed to the vicinity of An- 
napolis, and settled at Primrose-hill, 
a seat which she was long, very long 
destined to render the abode of piety 
and peace. Even at this early pe- 
riod of life, the truths of religion in- 
terested her childish and inex pe- 
rienced mind ; and although, as ap- 
pears from her journal, she endea- 
voured ‘ to work out a righteousness 
of her own,’ relying upon acts of 
morality and devotion, and having no 
clear views of salvation by free 
grace, yet there is good cause for 
beheving that as early as 1753, then 
14 years of age, she was made a new 
creature, and taught to look up for 
salvation solely through faith in the 
blood and righteousness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In 1820, then 82 years 
of age, she died in the same faith, 
‘nothing wavering.’ 

In 1754, having previously lost 
her father, and being then little more 
than 15, she was married to Mr. 
Henry Woodward, of Baltimore 
county, a gentleman of uncommon! 
amiable manners and disposition. It 
is our earnest wish to draw the at- 
tention of our young friends, particu- 
larly our female friends, to this stage 
of the existence of this eminent lady. 

When we view the calm and 
peaceful decline of the true servants 
of the Most High ; when we see the 
evening of their days illumined by 
the hope that they will be soon called 





to enter into the joy of their Lord ; 


we are constrained to cry out with 


‘the unwilling Prophet of old, ‘ O let 


ine die the death of the righteous, 


and let my last end be like his :” but 
our carnal minds revolt at the means, 
‘and reject the offer of those terms 


by which the end of the righteous ts 
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to be obtained. Our depraved na- | tudes who were benefited by his la- 
ture suggests that those means are | bours, cherished a lively and gratetul 
within the grasp, and those offers! recollection of him even to the end 
eonsonant to the feelings of age and | of lite. It has been a prevailing 
infirmity, but that the vigour of, opinion, that Mrs. Hesselins was a 
healih, and dawning prospects of! member of the Methodist church. 
youth, cannot accept thei ; so, laying I This was not the case. For, although 
the flattering unction to our souls, | she * loved all who love the Lord Je- 
that all will yet be well, we deter- | sus Clirist in sincerity,’ and was unit- 
mine to give all of life that we value, led in the closest and dearest intima- 
to the world—the residue, to God.) cy with persons of that society, she 


Such, however, be it remembered, | 
was not the determination of the dis- | 
tinguished subject of this memorial— | 
for, at the age of 15, with a constitu- 
tion so strong that she came to four- 

score years; in the possession of 
wealth, for she was the heiress of a 

large fortune ; gratified in the choice | 
of her heart, for she was united to! 


the object of her earliest affection ; 1 


gifted with every personal charm, for_ 
it may not be unprofitable to some to. 
mention, that she was fur beyond) 
their highest bloom; yet then, even! 
then, did she remember that ‘it is’ 
appointed unto all once to die,’ and | 
therefore * counted all these but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge | 
of Christ Jesus her Lord.’ 

When she was only 22, her hus- | 
band was taken from her by the band | 
of death, leaving her to strugyle with 


the care of a large and somewhat | 


encumbered estate, together with 
the rearing of five daughters. Na- 
turally pensive, her mind was cloud- 
ed with a deep shade of melancholy | 
by this heart-rending event: but’ 
consolation from above, never utterly 


was firmly and deeply rooted in her 
attachment to the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church. If many of the Metho- 
dists were esteemed and loved by 
her ; no less was she venerated and 
admired by them. Stigmatized as 
fanatics by the unthinking, unrege- 
nerate world; exposed to the perse- 
cutions of achurch established by 
law ; and without a place to meet 
together in His name whom they pro- 
fessed to serve—the Methodists of 
that day were invited to hold their 
meetings at Primrose-hill; and on 
that occasion it was that the late ve- 
nerable Mr. Asbury finely observed, 
'** the house of Mrs. Hesselius is open 
to the Gospel, and shut to every 
thing else.”’ 

To those whose memories can go 
back to the times of which we are 
;now speaking, it is unnecessary to 
/say, that the state of the Episcopal 
)}Church tn Maryland was such as to 
-excite lamentation and mourning in 
every pious bosom. When the asso- 
ciates of profligate noblemen, men 
who * loved good livings, but ubhorred 





| good lives,” were sent as ministers of 





failed her. About this time she first | Him whom they served not, afllictive 
had the satisfaction of hearing a, indeed must have been the situation 
purely gospel sermon. It was from) of those who weye hungering tor the 
the celebrated Mr. Whitetield, whose | bread of life, and thirsting for the 
praise is in all the ehurches. The waters of salvation. But though 
effect which his distinguished elo- | ‘the ways of her Zion mourned ; 
quence had ona mind prepared to; though none came to her solemn 
receive the glad tidings with joy, was feasts ; though all her gates were 
deep and lasting. An uncommon de-/| desolate ;> Mrs. H. ever remain- 
gree of ‘the unction fromthe Holy}! ed firm in her attachment to that 
One,’ seems to have attended the ;form of worship which her reason 
preaching of that Apostolic man, and | and her heart approved. She ever 
Mrs. H. in common with the multi- |! remained steadfast in hope that ‘ the 
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daughter of Zion would arise 
shake herself from the dust, 
Joose herself from the bands of her 
neck.’ And O! with what joy and 
gratitude did she, during the last 


days of her earthly existence, con- | 
at least partial, fulfil- | 


template the, 
ment of a hope she had so long and 
so fondly cherished. 

About the year 1764, she was 
married to Mr. Hesselius, a most es- 
timable man; an affectionate , hus- 
band, a kind father, a sincere chris- | 
tian. By her last husband she had 
seven children; and was again left) 
a mournful widow in the year 1777. 
Most of her children went before her | 
to the world of spirits : to those who 
survived her, she has left the valua- 
ble inheritance of ber instructions, 
her example, and her good name. 

It would be a pleasing task to fol- 
low this excellent woman through | 
the remaining years of her history, 
in rewular to trace the 
gradual expansion of the gracious 
principle in her heart, and record 
with gr ititude to the author of that | 
principle, proof its continually 
increasing influence over the whole | 
of her life and conversation. But to | 
sive such a minute relation would 
only be to state in detatl what may be 
said in few words: that she a 
pattern of excellence in the various 
relations she sustained in 
wasachristian, 
in deed and 


succession ; 


of 


Vas 


but 
It would be 


‘not in word only, 
in truth.’ 


to describe that maternal fidelity and 
affection which are more strong ly | 
pourtrayed in the characters of the | 


ehildren whom she educated ; it 
would be to admire that fervent picty 
which ‘still speaks’ in the diary and 
correspondence she has left bebind 
her: it would be to celebrate the 


prais e of that charity w hich has been | ! 


more loudly and more appropriately | 


eclebrated by the eratetul tears and | 


cordial benedictions of the widows 
anc orphans she relieved. 


We wish thit we could present the 


interesting subject. of this sketch to! no hope.’ 


and | 
and 


life, and y 
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the view of our readers, as an otheer 
in some one of those institutions de- 
voted to the grand interests of bene- 
| yolence and religion which now adorn 
Jand bless the»world. Insucha situa- 
tion she would doubtless have stood 
pre-emment. But unhappily for 
Mrs. H. she was born at too early a 
period to participate largely im works 
so congenial to her character, and 
which so deeply interested her feel- 
in the last years of her life, 
when she could impart to them little 
other aid than her good wishes and 
her prayers. Her days of vigour 
and activity had gone by before wo- 
| men dared to become thus active ly, 
|‘ co-workers with God’ in the spread 
of the Gospel; before those bible, 
Missionary, and ‘Tract Societies were 
established, which have brought into 
public view so much female excel- 
lence, and added such a large increrse 
‘to the dignity and loveliness of the 
i sex. 
| As the christian virtues of this lady 
iwere displayed only in her ordinary 
intercourse with society, and in do- 
Jimestic life, so they probably shone 
i brightest in hallowed retirement, 
} ‘where their lustre was perceived by 
jnone but the omniscient eye. We 
hare anxious to introduce our readers 
into her closet, that they may there 
‘inspect the true character of her 
heart, notice the secret operations of 
jthat main-spring which controlled 
jand regulated the outward move- 
ments of her life, and peruse those 
jeasy and unrestrained effusions of 
pious sentiment which were designed 
for no eye but her own. 
} In our next, we propose to give 
}some interesting extracts from her 
‘poets and correspondence ; and re- 
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serve tor some future number a brief 
account of that closing scene of her 
lite, which strikingly exhibited the 
rower of Christian faith, and ena- 
ied her surviving relatives to be re- 
iened in the midst of tribulation, and 
‘to sorrow, not as those who have 
(To be continued.) 


| 
| 


-~ 





eee 


1820. 


Mant and D'Oyley"s Family Bible. 
Messrs, Fi litors 
{ have hee nac customed to consider 


Mant and D'Oyley’s Family Bible. 


a famuy bible with notes, as having | 


the most important influence on the 
religious character, next to 
preac hing of the gospel. [tas there- 
fore, 
I hear of any new publication of that 
sort. The family bible now publish- 
ing in New- York, as edited by Mant 
and D’Oyley, | perceive, has obtained 
the sanction of some of the venerable 
prelates of our church. 


heard somewhere, thet serious ob- 


jections had been made against Dr. 


both as a theologian and an 
editor, | cannot help feeling some 
concern upon this subject. I hope, 
therefore, it will not be deemed pre- 
sumptuons, nor disrespectful to the 
reverend prelates who have recom- 


Mant. 


berty to inquire if [ have been cor- 


rectly informed as to the nature of 


these objections, and upon what 
grounds they have been made. Your 
answer will greatly relieve my mind, 
and, no doubt, will be very accept- 
able to many of your readers. 
LecTor. 


Ve feel considerable delicacy in 
replying to the foregoing interroga- |] 
tories of our correspondent. The}, 
work to which he alludes, has alrea- 
dy obtained the tmprimatur of several 
of our bishops in this country ; and, 
therefore, it wouldseem presumptu- 
ous in us to suggest any thing which 
would have the appearance of inter- 
posing our opinion agunst such high 
and justly venerated authority. In 
matters of conscience, however, we 
are not permitted to consult our own 
private wishes and feelings ; and, 
therefore, do not feel at liberty to 
withhold the opinion we have formed 
upon this subject. And we feel as- 
sured, that the candour of those high- 
ly esteemed persons who have given 
this work their sanction, wil! consider 
us as discharging a duty of conscience, 
and by uo means, as wanting in re- 


the. 


Having | 
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with considerable solicitude that y 
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spect to them, if, in answer to the 
inquiry of our correspondent, we 
take the hberty of suggesting the rea- 
sons which have induced our opimon 
upon this subjycet. We have no claims 
or expectations, that our opinion, 
should be received merely by the 
weight of our authority, or that it 
will prevail futher than, asthe rea- 
sons which support it may be con- 
sidered sohd and sufficient. 

We consider Dr. Mant, who has 
compiled this commentary from the 
works of other divines, as utterly 
disqualified for the important task he 
has undertaken. One reason for ap- 
prehending this, is derived trom a 
fact contained in the ** Christian Ob- 
published in London, Vol. 
16, p. 423, which we shall give in 
the words of the writer as addressed 


mended the work, if I take the li- | ' the the editor of that work. 


“In the funily bible, lately pub- 
lished by Dr. Mant and Mr. D’Oyley, 
you will find a note on the 31st verse 
of the 18th chap. of Ezekiel, to which 
is subjoimed the respected name of 
W. Lowth, as the writer from whose 
commentary this note is extracted, 
The latter part of it is in the follow- 
ing words: ** God promises (chap. 
XXvi. 26, to give them anew heart, and 
to put within thema new spirit: here 
| he exhorts them to make themselves 
which 
difference of expression is thus to be 
reconciled ; that, although God works 
in us to will and to do, and is the first 
mover i our reformation, yet we 
must work together with his grace, 
at least, willitigly receive it, and not 
quench or resist its motions.” 

‘Now, sir, if you have not already 
made the disc overy, you will, 1 am 
sure, hear with surprise, (I will not 
add a stronger word) that tn the ori- 
ginnl commentary of W. Lowth, 
which now lies before me, there is 
no such word as * reformation”? to be 
found ; but that, without any hint or 


NE Ce to that eflect, without any 
thing which can lead the reader to 
suppose that he is presented with a 
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misquotation, the term ‘ reformation” 
is substituted in the family bible, for 
that of “ regeneration.” ‘ God,’ in the 
commentary of W. Lowth is repre- 
presented as the ‘ first mover in our 
regeneration.’ Upon this substitution 
of one word for another, and espe- 
cially a word so cold, so ethical, and 
unmeaning, as reformation, 1 shall 
not trouble you with any remark.” 

We have no doubt but Dr. Mant 
thought he was doing God service by 
making an alteration which better 
comported with what he considered 
orthodoxy. But, admitting for a mo- 
ment, that the substituted term was 
better than the exploded one, it is 
impossible for any one to justify the 
editor in mutilating and garbling the 
words of an author so as to make him 
speak what was entirely foreign to 
his intention. In what does such a 
practice difler, on principle, from 
the famous indices expurgatorit, in 
which the authors moulded the an- 
cient fathers to their wishes, contriv- 
ing that ‘* all the scandalous places 
there named [i.e. all that were op- 
posed to the Roman church,] should 
be clean left out?” It is a gross vio- 
lation of all that is sacred in an au- 
thor’s rights, to make such alterations 
even where the sense is not changed. 
But, in the present case, not only 
the meaning, but the theology is 
ehanged, and changed to suit a hypo- 
thesis which Dr. Mant was then 
maintaining by argument, in a con- 
troversy pending before the public. 
This one instance, supposing it to 
be designed, is sufficient to disqualify 
Dr. Mant for the duty he has under- 
taken, since it leaves us by no means 
certain that the other venerable au- 
thors from whom he has compiled 
his work, have not been modified to 
speak a different language from what 
they intended. 

Our apprehensions on this subject 
have received great strength from 
the consideration of Dr. Mant’s real 
principles in theology. His opinion 
of the efficacy of baptism, we cannot 
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but consider as subversive of the fun- 
damental doctrines of the gospel. He 
maintains, for instance, that ‘* sancti- 
fication and purity, unspotted and 
_ unblemished holiness, are attributed 
to the church of Christ as the effect 
of the washing of water ;’’ and, in 
short, ‘* that there is no other regen- 
eration possible in this world than 
baptismal regeneration.” 

We by no means intend or wish to 
enter upon the thorny path of this 
controversy. We hope, and believe, 
i that there are few persons who will 
igo to the full length with Dr. Mant 
‘upon this question, and, therefore, 
‘that a short attempt to show that he 
lis at variance with the standards of 
our church and with scripture, will 
not be considered in that light, nor 
give just cause of offence to any. 

That our church speaks of a bap- 
tismal regeneration there can be no 
/question. St. Paul calls baptism ‘ the 
iwashing of regeneration.” Many of 
lthe primitive fathers also spoke of it 
as “the laver of regeneration.”” But 
the question is, does spiritual regen- 
eration always accompany the out- 
ward act? 

In the baptismal service, the church 
prays that God ‘* would give his holy 
Spirit to this infant, that he may be born 
again, and be made an heir of ever- 
lasting salvation;” and after the cere- 
mony has been performed, thanks 
Him that * it bas pleased Him to re- 
generate this infant with his holy 
Spirit.”” This can only be said in the 
jud..nent of charity, and upon the 
supposition that the parties were de- 
vout in their prayers, and sincere in 
the declarations they had been mak- 
ing. The very idea of prayer im- 
plies that itis possible that the blessing 
prayed for may not be obtained, and 
therefore, when prayer is made that 
**these persons may be born again 





= 





| and made heirs of everlasting salva- 


tion,”’ it is certainly implied that they 
might be baptized, and yet -not be 
‘born again.” But as God has pro- 








mised that ‘ they who seek shall find,’ 
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and ‘they who ask shall receive,’ 


and has said that he who asketh, wa- |) 


vering in faith, must not expect to 
receive, the church assumes the 


charitable ground that the faith of 
the parties has been such as is pro- 


fessed, sincere, and devout, and, if 
so, that God has been faithful on 
his part, in bestowing the blessings 
for which supplication has been made. 


The forms tor the administration of 


baptism as used by several other de- 
nominations of christians, are exactly 
in accordance with those of our own 
church. We select, for instance, 
that taken from the liturgy of the 
Dut-h church in the Netherlands. 
After having prayed for blessings 
similar to those expressed in our ser- 


vice, the minister is commanded to } 


pray as follows : 

* Almighty and merciful Father, 
we thank and praise thee that thou 
hast forgiven us and our children all 
our sins, through the blood of thy 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, and re- 
ceived us through thy holy Spirit as 
members of thy only begotten Son, 
and adopted us to be thy children, 
and sealed and contirmed the same 
unto us by holy baptism. * The hymns 
authorized to be sung in churches by 
the Presbyterians, affirm also the 
same blessings as accruing to children 
from baptism. Now, all this is done 
by them, upon the ground of charity. 
It is upon this principle alone that 
St. Paul and St. Peter can be justified, 
whan they speak of whole christian 
communities, as ‘saints,’ as * quick- 
ened, begotten again to a lively hope, 
as born again.” Such expressions 
must be supposed to convey a condi- 
tional and charitable meaning. 

Our reformers used this language 
at a time when there was no danger 
of its being misunderstood ; and they 
have put acomment upon their mean- 
ing which can leave us no doubt, ut 
the present day, of what they intend- 
ed by such expressions. [nthe be- | 
ginning of the homily * of common 
prayer and sacraments,” they quote, ? 


‘with approbation, the doctrine of St. 
Augustine. ** If sacraments had not 
-acertain similitude of those things 
whereof they be sacraments, they 
should be no sacraments atall. And 
| of this similitude they do for the most 
part receive the names of the self same 
things they signify.” ** By these worda 
of St. Augustine ut appeareth, that he 
alloweth the common description of 
a sacrament, which is, that it is a 
visible sign of an invisible grace ; 
that is to say, that it letteth out to 
the eyes, and other outward senses, 
the inward working of God’s free 
mercy, and doth, as it were, seal in 
our hearts tha promises of God.” 
The 27th article corresponds with 
this, calling it, not regeneration, bat 
‘* a sign of regeneration, whereby, as 
| by an instrument, they that receive 
J baptism rightly, are gratted into the 
church: the promises of the forgive- 
ness of sins and of our adoption to be 
the sons of God by the Holy Ghost, 
are visibly signed and sealed ; faith 
is confirmed, and grace increased by 
virtue of prayer to God.” 

From all this it appears evident, 
: that the church makes # distinction 
between baptismal and spiritual re- 
} generation, making the former te 
consist in a Chance of outward condi- 
tion, bringing the person into a state 
of covenant with God, and grafting 
him into the visible body of Christ's 
church, while she defines the latter 
as being a change of character— 
‘a death unto sin and a new birth 
unto righteousness.’ No where does 
she gay that these two are necessa- 
rily tied together, and always accom- 
pany each other. Did she believe, 
with Dr. Mant, that there was no other 
than baptismal regeneration possible 
in this world, could she limit the 
‘* necessity’ of it as she has done, te 
bthe cases “where it may be had?” 
She certainly never intended to im- 
, pair the force, or to limit the appli- 
cation of that declaration of our Lord, 
which says ‘except a man be born 





again, he cannot onter into the king- 
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dom of heaven.’ She must either 
have intended this, or else she ad- 
mits the necessity, and consequently 
es possibility,” of spiritual regenera- 
tion, some other regeneration than 
baptismal regeneration, where the 
outward sign cannot be had.’ 

We shall here fortify ourselves 
by a few authorities, which are of ac- 
knowledged reputation in the church. 

Bishop Bradford in his sermon ‘on 
baptismal and <pirituc] regeneration,” 
published 1 in the Churchiman’s Maga- 
zine, and recommended by bishop 
Hobart, and also forming one of the 
tracts of the ‘* Society for Promoting 
Christian knowledge,” in’ England, 
in his fourth proposition goes on to 
show that the washing of regeneration 
may be separated from the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost. Simon Magus is 
produced as an instance in point, who 
was baptized, and yet had neither lot 
nor part in the kingdom of Christ. 
** Our Saviour,” he adds, ** makes the 


being born of the Spirit, as well as of 


water, necessary to the entering into 
the kingdom of Heaven. St. Peter, 
in like manner, when he mentions 
baptism as saving us, adds, to prevent 
all mistake, not the putting away the 
filth of the flesh, (not that merely,) 
but the answer of a good conscience 
towards God, the having the heart 
renewed to holiness, and the life 


conformed to the commandments of 


God. What St. Paul says of the 
Jews, may be applied to christians 
also, with a little variation of words. 
He is not a christian who is one out- 
wardly, neither is that regeneration, 
(namely, such as will be eflectual to 
salvation,) which is outward in the 
flesh ; but he is a christian, who iy 
one inwardly, and regeneration / 
that of the heart, in the spirit and noi 
m the letter. 
Christ do not work like charms ; but 
being appointed to be used by rea- 
sonable creatures, there is a disposi- 
tion of mind in the person using them, 
necessary to the rendering of them 
effectual.” 


The institutions of 
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Bishop Burnet, also, who ts recom- 
mended by the house of bishops as 
the best expositor of our articles, 
suys, ‘ baptism is not to be believed 
to be of ihe nature of acharm, as 1f the 
very act carried with it mward recen- 
eration.” 

If this question only involved in it 
adispute about words, we should be 
willing to accede to any compromise 
that would promote peace and har- 
mony, by giving up the word regene- 
ration to baptism, and accepting the 
terms renovation or renewal, as ap- 
plicable to the spiritual transiorma- 
tion of the moral character. But in 
the case before us, as applicable to 
Dr. Mant, to give up the name would 
be to give up the thing itself. And, 
indeed, we cannot perceive the ne- 
cessity or propriety of abandoning a 
phraseology which has been common 
among our best theologians from the 
lime of the reformation.* 

Among many instances which might 
be adduced, our limits will admit of 
only a few by way of specification. 
Jeremy ‘Taylor, in his treatise on 
repentance, uses the terms regenera- 
tion, and unregenerate, about one hun- 
dred times, without any reference to 
baptism, agr eeing with bishop Wilson, 
that ‘* victory over sin is the only 
certain criterion of regeneration.” 
Archbishop Tillotson says: ‘* After 
many strugglings and conflicts with 
the Justs and the strong bias of evil 
habits, this resolution, assisted by the 
grace of God, does effectually pre- 


* Subjoined is a list of divines who use 
the term regeneration without any connexion 
with, or reference to, baptism. 

Archbishops Cranmer, Usher, Leighton, 
Tillotson, Secker. Bishops Latimer, Rid- 
ley, Hooper, Jewel, Andrews, Davenant, 
Hall, Taylor, Reynolds, Pearson, Hopkins, 
Kidder, Beveridge, Bull, Williams, Burnet, 
Fleetwood, Bradtord, Mann, Wilson, Sher- 
lock, Greene, Law, Horsley, John Frith, 
‘Pindal, Gurner, VY. Fulke, Hooker, Noel, 
Rodgers, Mede, Author of the Whole Duty 
of Man, Barrow, Kettlewell, Wall, Wood- 
ward, Burkitt, Nelson, South, ‘\ hitby, 
Osterva!!, Stebbing, Rothertaker, Stone-~ 
house, Paley. 
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vail. and make areal change both in } ration—is not the only regeneration 


the temper of their minds, and in the 
course of their lives, and when Uus is 
done. and not befure, they are surd to 
be regenerate.” " « Itis said, that one 
vf the main differences between re- 
generation and sanctification 1s this, 
that regeneration is incap ible of de- 
grees, and that all that are regenerate 
are equally so. But this is a mere 
fancy and imagination.”’* Dr. Barrow, 
speaking of the work of illumination 
and sanctification, says, ** both these 
taken together, do constitute and ac- 
complish that work which is styled 
the regeneration, renovation, Vivifi- 
cation, new creation, resurcection of 
aman.’ 

We are willing to give to the sa- 
crament of baptism its due dignity 
and value. It is a duty we are so- 
femnly bound to pertorm, and which, 
being established by the Head of the 
church, becomes ‘a pledge’ 2s well 
as the ‘means to assure us’ of his 
grace and favour. But we cannot 
be convinced; that there is a higher 
dignity or efficacy attributable to this 
erdinance than to that of the Lord’s 
supper, which was instituted with 
equal solemnity and promise by our 
Lord himself. 
from the latter are entirely condition- 





The benefits arising | 


al, dependent on the moral state of. 


the recipient; and the church, in her | 


25th article, places them both on this 
ground, declaring, that ‘in such only 
as worthily receive the samme, they 
have awholesome effect or operation ; 
but they that receive them unwor- 
thily, purchase to themselves dammna- 
tion.” If, then, spiritual regeneration 
miy be considered a ** wholesome 
effect or operation,” it is to be af- 
firmed only of those who receive 
baptism worthily. But it is admitted 
that there are many, who, like Si- 
mon Magus, do not receive it wor- 
thily. Therefore, baptismal regene- 
ration is not a! vays spiritual regene- 

* Tillotson’s Sermons, folio, vol. ii. p. 
340, 341, 343. 

t sermon on the Holy Ghest, 


Vol. Ui...No. LE. 


— 


| 
' 





possible in this world—is not the only 
regener tion necessary to salvation. 
We have not thought it necessary 
to advert to scripture for proof of out 
position, choosing rather to appeal 
to the doctrine of the church as the 
argumentum ad hominem, best suited 
to this case. The scripture, indeed, 


| . 
menuons the word regeneration ouly 


twice, and but once in reterence to 
baptism. But the thing itself, the 
necessity of being born again, of bes 
jing quickened inte lite, of passing 
trom death unto hfe, of a resurrection 
from the dead, of being created 
anew, of old things passing away, and 
il things becoming new, conveyed 
junder a thousand forms of speech, 
call Synonomous with regeneration, 
vod unplying a total change of heart, 
| i radical revolution of the principles, 
;powers, and faculties of the soul, a 
chanze which can, by no means, be 
| predicated of baptisin, is every where 
sinculvated tn the New-Testament, 
‘To suppose that this mighty change 
to be passed upon us, before we are 
qualified for heaven, is effected in 
baptism, ts, in our judgment, to cry 
peace when there is no peace, and 
to delude end destroy immortal souls. 
We cannot but consider it a funda- 
mental error, and therefore totally 


editing a family Bible with notes. 


| Although he may have fairly qudted 


the authors whom he has cited, yet 
it is easy to conceive how possible it 
is tomake insulated extracts from any 
; writer to suit an hypothesis, and to 
‘favour his sentiments, which the au- 
ithor disclaimed. Indeed, the whole 





plan of making up a comment by 


{patch work, from various authors, 
seenis to us liable to very serious 
objections. Of all works the notes 
of a faunily Bible should possess ho- 
mogeneity and uniformity of sentiment 
and doctrine. The reader should 
never be perplexed by apparent col. 





planatiogs and expositions. But hew 


ss) 


disqualitying Dr. Mant for the task of 


lisions and contradictions in the ex-. 
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can this be hoped for in a work com- 

sed of extracts from several scores 
of writers? The various principles 
of exegesis adopted by each, the 
slightest shades of difference una- 
voidable to the most sound theolo- 
gians, must, we would think, neces- 
sarily give tosuchawork achequered, 
if not a dissonant variety of features, 
tending to confuse and bewilder the 
unlearned reader. Next to the pub- 
lic preaching of the gospel, there ts, 
perhaps, no method of instruction 
which has so important an iniluence 
in forming the character of our reli- 
gious principles, as afunily Bible with 
notes, There is something in the 
very name of a family Bible which 
wonderfully sways our judgment and 
affections. ‘The lessons we are taught 
therein, are endeared to us by ali 
the recollections of our childhood, 
and all the tenderness of parental 
love, are interwoven wilh our very 


frame by the wonderworking power 


of association, and contiemed by pres 
judice and habit. Having, therefore, 
such views of the importance of this 
question, and of the unfitness of Dr. 
Mant for the high duty of regenerat- 
ing the principles of the present age, 
we have fulfilled a duty which we 
owed to our conscience and to our 
readers, putting them in possession 
of the reasous which induce us, re- 
luctantly, to differ frem those who 
recommend Dr. Mant’s Family Bible. 
EDITORS. 


To the Editors of the !heological Repertory. 


Messrs.—I am a young man, in- 
tending deo volente, to engage in 
the work of the ministry ; and have 
some reasons which go far towards 
inducing me to receive Episcopal 
ordination. My parents are not 
Episcopalians ; of course I was not 
brought up within the pale of the 
Episcopal church : so that, as you 
will readily imagine, I am in a great 
measure ignorant of the Episcopal 
church, and possibly scabies pre- 


Fin the eye of the world, 
| Episcopal church, it appears to me, 
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} some things in it which I cannot re- 


concile to myself, whether owing te 
‘ignorance or prejudice, I am unable 
\to determine. 
Among the first of these, is the 
article of the Apostles’ Creed, which 
| speaks of Christ’s descent into Hell. 
Another thing, is Confirmation. I 
um told your Bishops confirm all 
who present themselves, without any 
regard to character. Persons whe 
are conlirmed, are, | suppose, com- 


j aumacente, if they please to be. This 


1 am led to contrast with the prac- 
,tice of the church of which Iam a 
member. All its communicants are 


‘ . . 
required to possess, as fir as human 
judgment can determine, some evi- 


dences of hopeful conversion. They 
are required to be christians, at least 
In the 


some of its members, although they 
may be moral in their general de- 


;portment, do not pretend to know 


,uny thing about vital piety, or at 
least, do not practise the duties it re- 
quires. Indeed, | have known some 
contirmed, who could not be said to 
be confirmed im any thing but sin. 
Be it as it may, to me something 
about it seems to be wrong. 

Another thing which appears not a 
little surprising to me is, that the 
Episcopal church holds that persons 
who are baptized, are regenerated 
and adopted as God’s children. This 
sentiment I find in the thanksgiving 
for infants publicly baptized. 

These, gentlemen, have been se- 
rious difficulties to me—nor to me 
alone. I have conversed with two 
or three young gentlemen, whose 
wishes to receive Episcopal ordina- 
tion are no less than mine, who find 
the same diiliculties. My prejudices 
against forms of prayer, are, to be 
sure, much less than they were. I 
find that habit will perhaps over- 
come that which on this point I 
deemed insurmountable. 1 cannot 
ay that | am prepared to admit the 








judiced against it. 1 find, however, "-jus divinum’ of Episcopacy. 1 have 
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no doubt, however, of the validity of! 


Episcopal ordination. But it would | 
seem to be the height of presumption 
in ine to deny the same validity to | 
that of other denominations, 
If you, gentlemen, or some of your | 
eorrespondents, can give me any. 
Jight on these points, you will not, 
only confer a favour on me, but on} 

gome others in a like situavion. 
YOUR WELL WISHER. 


In answer to the inquiries of our 
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suffer thy holy one to see corrap- 
tion.” Psalm xvi. 10. The Apostle 
apples thistoour Lord: * He being 
a prophet, and seeing this before, 
spake of the resurrection of Christ, 
that his soul was not left in Hell, 


‘neither did his flesh see corruption,’ 


| See also Ephes. iv. 9. It was made 
| part of the creed, in order to assert, 
contrary to the opinion of the Apol 
'linarians, thet our Lord had not a 
‘human soul separate from the body. 
litwere to be wished, indeed, that 


*Well Wisher,’ respecting the ex- j some term had been adopted, which 


ression in the Apostles’ Creed, we 
oe to observe, that all his difficulty 
geeins to have arisen from not under- 
standing the sense in which the word 
* Hell” is there used. The word} 
*“ Hell,” as used in our translation of 
the Bible, sometimes means the 
grave, or place where departed spi-| 





‘might serve as a better sign and de- 
signation of the thing intended : but 
when the meaning of the church is 
| plain, there can be no difticulty mm 
using the phrase in that sense ; or, uf 
anv be so scrupulous as not to aes 
cept this interpretation, every 0 e¢- 
tion is obytated in the rubric pre- 


rits dwell, whether good or bad, and {ceding the creed, which permits a 


sometimes a place of torment. ‘The 
place of torment is neyer determi- 
nately expressed im scripture by the 
word haides, which ts the word used 
by scripture and the creed in this 
article ; though our translators, per- 
haps for the want of a good Engitsh 
word, have used the Saxon word 
Heli, for both, instead of rendering 
it in this place, what it strictly signi- 
fies, the invisible state. The word, 
in its origin, simply means (0 cover 
up, or conceal, a sense in which It is 
now used in soine parts of England, 
It is applied in this sense, with pro- 
priety, to the whole cf that state 
which lies beyond death, whether 
the grave, or place of departed spi- 
rits, or the place of punishment, as 
all those places are concealed, or 
covered from our view, 

The words ‘the descended into 
Hell,” were very early introduced 
into the creed of the church, and are 
grounded upon several passages in 
scripture. ‘‘lherefore did my heart 
rejoice, and my tongue was glad ; 
moreover also my flesh shall rest in 
hope. Because thou wilt not leave 


ee ee 


substitution of the words * he went 
into the place of departed spirits.” 
In regard to Contirmation, if the 
Inquirer will take the trouble to turn 
to the order for administering (hat 
rite, as contained in the Book of 
Common Prayer, and attend to the 
import of the questions there pro- 
pounded to the candidate, he wall 
perceive that he has been misinform- 
ed, when ‘told that our Bishops 
contirm all who present themselves, 
without any regard to character.”’ 
Lhe person to be contirmed, is ré- 
quired to renew and ratify the so- 
lemn yow that was made in his name 
at baptism, and acknowledge himself 
bound to beheve and do all those 
t things which his sponsors then under- 
htook for him,” Let him then turn 
to the baptismal service, and see 
/Wwhat vows and acknowledgments 
‘those are which he renews and rati- 
fies in his own person, and he will 
acknowledge, that if the person is 
} sincere in his professions, he is qual- 
|ified to partake of the erdinances of 
any church. That persons are 
sometimes confirmed, and receive the 








my soul in Hell, neither wilt thou 
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jess to be denied than deplored. But || from the common lot of fallibility and 
it is hardly necessary to remind the jjimperfection. She may, in some 
Inquirer of the trite saying, that the | points, be liable to objections ; and 
abuse of a thing is no argument! what is easier than to raise objections 


against it. The unworthiness of 
communicants, we have reason to 
fear, is not confined to the Episcopal 
church. ‘The proper way to test the 
utility of any system, is to try if, not 
by i few local cases, but by its gene- 
ral effect, and by the tendency which 


it has in the nature and _ fitness of 


things, to produce a good or bad re- 
wsult. In regard to the fact of its 
general effect, we must be permitted 
to hold the opinion, that the charac- 
ter of our communicants, in general, 
will bear a comparison with those of 
any other denomination. With res- 
pect to the tendency of our doctrines 
and institutions, we need only refer 
to the exhortations addressed to com- 
municants, as contained in the com- 
munion service, to bear us out in the 
declaration which we will hazard, 
that no church in Christendom is 
more full, and explicit, and rigorous 
in her public oflices on the necessity 
of faith and charity and holy living, 
than that to which we have the hap- 
piness to belong. If her communi- 
cants ** know nothing of vital piety,” 
it is not the fault of the church, who 
requires of all those who are bap- 
tized, that they should experience 
**a death unto sin, and a new birth 
unto righteousness,’ and commands 
them to seek the influences of that 
life-giving spirit, as the only source 
*“‘from whom all holy desires, all 
good counsels, and all just works 
proceed,” who “giveth that peace 
which the world cannot give, and 
by whom alone we rejoice in his 
holy cornfort.”’ 

When the Inquirer has become 
better acquainted with the principles 
of the church, he will, perhaps, find 
it easy to overcome, in many cases, 
as in the case of his dislike to forms 
of prayer, ‘ what he once deemed 


: * ° 
insurmountable.’? We do not claim, 


indeed, for qur church, an exemption 


‘which do not exist, against the best 
)) and purest system? But, when the 
-excellencies of a thing far outweigh 
| its defects, it is as much as can be 
expected of any thing, in the agency 
(of which man has any share. And 
we believe, the more our church is 
known and understood, the more will 
her excellencies appear, and the less 
weight we shall be disposed to attach 
l to these objections. We would by 
I no means wish to disaflect any deno- 
| inination to their own modes, yet we 
| cannot help being sensible of the ad- 
' vantages which we think we possess, 
ina church, which, take her for all 
jin all, with all her faults, we still 
|| much prefer to any other. 

| Having given our opinion on the 
other branch of inquiry which re- 
1 lates to baptismal regeneration, in 
|| our answer to the communication of 
| Lector, we must refer our ‘* Well- 
i; wisher” for the present, to that ar 
ticle. 

In the conclusion, we wil! take the 
opportunity of remarking, that the 
objections here alleged by ou 
| * Well-wisher,” forcibly point out 
the obligations which lie both in the 
iclergy and laity, in our church, to 
! regulate their administration and par- 
| ticipation of her sacred ordinances by 
such qualifications as comport with 
| the requisitions of the church, and 
the reasonable expectations of so- 
ciety. There is too much reason to 
fear, indeed, that by some, these 
qualifications are too little regarded. 
We propose, on some early occasion, 
to renew this very important subject, 
in relation both to Confirmation and 
the Lord’s Supper. For the pre- 
sent, we will close our remarks by 
i extract of Bishop Wilson, on the 
| 


| 

















duty and obligations of the former 
ordinance. 
‘There is no question to be made of it, 





but that incst of that ignorance, impiety, 
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profaneness, want of charity, 0! union and 
order, which we complain of, is owing to 
the neglect or abuse of this ordimance ; 
which being appointed’ by the Apesties, and 
practised even when baptism was adminis- 
tered to people of full age, it is no wonder 
that God punishes the contempt of it, by 
withholding his holy Spirit, and those 
graces which are necessary, and would cer- 
tainly accompany the religious use of it.” 

**If this were well considered, and pas- 
tors would resolve to discharge their duty 
in this particular, faithfully, we should 
goon see another face to religion; Chris- 
tians would be obliged to study their reli- 
gion, ay! to think if something more than 
the work of their lips, and of the memory, 
er the mere custom of the place where 
they live. And being made sensible of 
their danger, (being liable to sin, to death, 
and to damnalivn,) this would make them 
serious, and tioughiful, and iquesilive, 
after the mauner of their redemption, and 
their means of salvation. In short, by this 
means people would know their duty, the 
sacraments would be kept trom being pro- 
faned, and pastors would be respected and 
ebeyed, as being very truly the fathers of 
their flock.” 

** And certainly no greater injury can be 
done to religion, than to suffer young peo- 
ple to come to confirmation before they 
know the reason of this service, and have 
been well instrected in the principles ana 
duties of Christianity. In short, [slo not 
know how a clergyman ceuld spend one 
month better, than by leading them by the 
hand, as it were, into the design of Chris- 
tianity, by some such easy method as this 
following, which, if debiberately proposed 
to every single person, in the hearing of all 
the rest, (who should be obliged to be 
every day present,) and familiarly ex- 
plained, not the most ignorant but would 
be able 'o give a reason of the hope that 


is in him; and his faith being thus built}, 


upon a solid and sure foundation, would, 
by the grace of God imparted to him, in a 
greater measure withstand all future trials 
and temptations.’?* EDITORS. 





PATRICK HENRY. 

Extract of a letter froma gentleman in Virginia 

The writer of the letter mentions 
that Mr. Henry left in his will the 
following testimonial in fayour of the 
Christian religion : 

“| have now disposed of all my 
property to my fumily—there is one 
thing more I wish I could give them, 


See Bishop Wilson’s Parochialha. 
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md that is, the Christian religion 
if they have that, and I had not 
given them one shilling, they would 
‘be rich; and if they have not that, 
md I had given them all this world, 
‘they would be poor.” 

The writer adds, —* I never knew 
amore devout man than Mr. Henry 
was. The evening preceding his 
‘death, when he knew a mortification 
Ihad taken place, and bis pains had 
left him, his friends mentioned te 


stim they hoped he was getting bet. 
ter-——his reply was, before this time 
/comes to-morrow, | shall be in hea- 


ven. this declaration was fulfilled, 
for before that time on the next day, 
jhe was in eternity.” j 
To the Editors of the Repertory 

Messrs.—Will some of your cor- 
| respondents be kind enough to in- 
‘form me, whether children are ad- 
mitted to baptism in consequence of 
ithe promises made by their sponsors 2 
or, whether the promises are made 
only in order better to ensure a suite 
‘able religious education to the child ? 
I should be much pleased to know 
what the intention of the promises is, 
and be much obliged to any who will 
inform me. A SINCERE INQUIRER. 





AN EXTBACT. 
Heb xii. 18. 
“A Savioun’s blood has bought thy peace, 
Thy Saviour Gon adore ; 





! 
‘He bade the throb of terror cease, 
rhe pains of guilt he bore. 


For not to Sinai’s flaming heighe 
We lift the fearful eye, 

Where clouds, and shades of deepest night 
Proclaim JEHOVATL nigh! 


The lightning flash, in vengeance aim", 
The tempest’s awful hour, 

Whose funeral notes too well proctaim'& 
The law’s condemning power :=- 





All, all are fled 


The anointed elders fail; 


in Levi's line 


An holier voice, an arm Divine 
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Hath cent the mystic ¥ 
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& drief Maemimetion of the « Most important Tr 
nets of the Koman Catholic Church. By R. 
Baxter.” 

* CHAPTER 11.” 


“On the Holy Eucharist.” 
Proposition 

% According to the belief of the Roman 
Catholic Church, the bread and wine in the 
sacrament of the Eucharist, are really and 
substantially changed into the body and 
blood of Christ.” 

This chapter is wholly occupied 
with a statement of the grounds on 
which the Komish church professes 
to hold the tenet of PransuesTAN- 
TiaTION. It is the design of this pa- 
per thoroughly to investigate the 
arguinents alleged in support of the 
doctrine, and then briefly to adduce 
some of the most forcible of the rea- 
sons which require us utterly to dis- 
sent from it. 

There is no ambiguity in the lan- 
guage employed in the above com- 


pendious declaration of this article of 


the Roman creed: but it may con- 
duce to a more perfect apprehension 
of it by our Protestant readers, to 
explain it a little more at large. It 
imports, by the unanimous consent of 
Roman Catholic writers— 

1. That, previous to the act of con- 
secration, the bread and wine of the 
Eucharist, consist, as all other mate- 
nal things do, of an essential substance, 
imperceptible to the senses ;* and of 
external and senstble qualities, as 
form, colour, consistency, taste, 


smell, &c.t 


2. That by the act of conseera- 
tion,* the essential and imperceptible 
substance of bread and wine, is anni- 
hilated{ by the power of God,§ while 
all the external and sensible qualities 
of the elements remain unchanged ; 


* French Catechism, of 1806, 
? Encye. Brit. art. Supper of the Lord. 
$ Cath. Ten. Expl. ch. ii. p. 19. 


$ Cath. Ten. Expl, p, 18.—Also, Adam's 
View, vol. ii. p. 26, 


| 














and that in place of the substance of 
bread and wine, is substituted the 
true body and blood of Jesus Christ, 
which was broken, and shed on the 
cross.| 

3. That, as an inseparable and eter 


nal union of the soul, and body,—and 


of the divine and human nature, of 
Jesus Christ, took place at his incar- 
nation ;—therefore, where his body 
is, there his soul and divinity must be 
also: and consequently, that in the 
Eucharist, the ‘* body and blood, the 
soul and divinity, of Jesus Christ,” 
take the place of the excluded sub- 
stance of the bread and wine :** con- 
sequently, 

4, That ** the body and blood, the 
soul and divinity” of Christ, are ac- 
tually eaten, and drunk, and digested, 
by those who receive the consecrated 
materials : tT 


5, That the whole virtue of the. 


sacrament, or the body, blood, &c. of 
Christ, is contained as truly in either 
kind separately, as in both united :? 

6. That consecrated bread an 
wine, both before and afier the com- 
munion, is as truly the body and blood 
of Christ, as that employed in the 
sacrament :$§ and finally, 

7. That the same worship is due to 
the consecrated wafers, and wine, 
which ought to be paid to the person 
of the Saviour. |i) ; 

To this view of the doctrine of the 


|] Cath. Ten. Expl. ch, ii. p, 19.—Fr. Cat, 

** Vide Roman Cath. Missal, Commun, 
serv. passim. Counc. Trent. sess. 13. Can, 
2.—Bellar. 1. 3. de sac. 

tt Decr. Leon. par. 3. & Nicholaui, par, 
3. dist. 2.—This is the opinion of most— 
others hesitate. 

tt Cath. Ten. Exp. ch. iii. p. 26.—Bellar. 
cap. 21. Conc. Trid. 5, art. 

6$ Adam’s View, art. R. Catholics.— 
Conc. Trid. sess. 13. can. 47.—Bellar. 1. 4. 
ch. ii. & De Ewch. ciii. 

\|\| Creed of Pius IV.—Conc. Trid. sess. 
13. Can. 4.—Bellar. de Euch, cap, 29, 
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corporeal presence, in the Eucharist, 
are accommodated the worship and 
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presence. It is first arged in favour 
of the hteral sense of our Saviour’s 


usages of the Roman church ; nor is | words, at the institution of the Eu- 


} 
} 
| 
' 


it too much te say, that the everlast- 
ing hopes of many of her members 


are so built upon it, that with at, they , is unnecessary.’ 
| 
' 


must either stand or tall. 
We recognise the validity, in dif, 
ferent degrees, of two kinds of argu- | 
ments employed by the advocates of | 
the tenet. To the sacred scrip-| 
tures we bow with implicit submis- 
sion. The uninspired traditions of | 
the church, and writings of the Fa- 
thers, likewise receive from us all 
the respect to which they can prove’ 
themselves entitled. 
There are commonly adduced by | 
Catholic wriiers, three passages of, 
scripture only, in which the doctrine 
is believed to be taught. The tirst 
is, the declaration of our Saviour, at. 
the institution of the Sacrament, , 
* This is my body—this is my blood,’ | 
on which the doctrine is grounded. | 
The other two passages are alleged | 
in support of the interpretation given | 
to the first, ‘ Verily, verily, I say | 
unto you, except ve eat the flesh, and 
drink the blood of the Son of Man, 
ye have no life in you.—Ile that | 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my | 
blood, abideth in me, and I in him.’ | 
‘He that eateth and driwketh | 
unworthily, eateth and drinketh dam- | 
aation to himself,’—*‘ shall be guilty 
ef the body and blood of the Lord.’* 
That these words—especially the 
first, of the Saviour, ‘ This is my. 
body—this is my blood,’ are true in 
their proper literal sense, is the | 
point which Catholic writers aim | 
to establish, by several arguments, | 
which will now be examined. And. 
as they succeed, or fail, in this at- | 
tempt, must stand or fall the whole | 
testimony which they pretend to| 
draw directly from the scriptures, in | 
support of the doctrine of the real 





| 


* Matt. vi. 26, 23.—Mark xiv. 22, 24.—| 
Luke xxii. 19, 20.—1 Gor. xt. 28, 26.—dobn 


‘highly figurative language.* 





charist, 

That “a figurative interpretation 

But was it indeed unnecessary ¢ 
Let the circumstances of the twelve 
Apostles, to whom these words were 
oryinally spoken, be considered. 
They had long been accustomed te 
listen to parabolic instruction from 
the Saviour. He more than once, 
this very evening, addressed them in 
Atter 
having broken bread, holding it in 


| his hand, he addressed them, * Take, 


eat ; thas is my body, which is broken 
for you.” The action—the address, 
is indeed, new—it must have been 
most aflecting to them. They may 
not have fully comprehended it—but 
could they have understood the 
words literally ? 

They bad heard from the same 
lips the declarations ‘1 am the door ;’ 
‘ I am the vine ;’ ‘abide in me, and I 
in you ;’ ‘the water that I shall give, 
shall be in him [that drinketh it] a 
well of water, springing up into ever 
lasting life ;’f aud whetherthey fully 
comprebended their spiritual unport 
or not, no person ever conjectured 
that they received them in all the 
harshness of their literal meaning, 
They now hear him, in discoursin 
on a subject of the most sublime ar 
spiritual nature—a subject on which 
he seldom failed to employ a figurae 
tive phraseology—say of the elee 
ments in his haud— this is my body 
—this is my blood.’ Could they 
avoid a figurative interpretation of 
the words ? 


* Mark xiv, 25.—John xiy. 2, 3. xy. & 
3, & on. 

} The force of Mr. Baxter’s argument te 
disprove the analogy of the figuiative lan- 
guage, ewployed in these passages, and in 
that used at the institution of the Supper, 
is not perceived. ‘That the analogy is 


strong and manifest, is, we think, too plain’ 
to admit of the feast doubt, 





— 
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But again, any other interpreta- 
tion would have involved a capital 
absurdity, and plain impossibility. It 
was the bodily members of the Sa- 
Viour, with which they saw him at this 
time holding the bread—it was an 
organ of his, body which they heard 
uttering the declaration—they, in 
short, had the highest kind of evi- 
dence—that of their senses—that the 
body of their Lord was physically 
detached, and entirely distinct, from 
the symbolic matersals which he held 
in his hands. ‘To receive the words 
in their plain, literal sense, they must 
therefore have believed what they 
saw was not true, and, in the nature 
of things, impossible, viz. that the 
body of their Lord was at the same 
time ina different place—existing in 
a different form, from that in which 
they actually saw it. 

But they must have encountered 
still greater dithculties in order to 
have forced upon themselves the be- 
lief that their Lord’s language was 
not figurative. They indeed had 
the previous testimony of their vi- 
sion, and hearing, that the body of 
their Lord had not transformed itself 
into bread and wine. But, on re- 
ceiving the symbolic elements, they 
have the evidence of all their other 
senses, that no such change had taken 

lace. Could they, then, believe it ? 
Admitting, for the sake of the argu- 
ment, what cannot be admitted in 
fact, that it was necessary either to 
believe the Lord Jesus spoke literal- 
ly, or to disbelieve that he spoke at 
all, would it not have been far more 
rational, far more easy, to distrust 
their sense of hearing, than all their 
other senses,—and rather than be- 
lieve that the elements which they 
had received, were flesh and blood, 
to disbelieve that the Saviour had 
uttered any declaration about them ? 
They could not have doubted but the 
words were figurative. 

Nor is this all. Our Saviour’s 


words ate. * This is my body which 
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*is given,’ says St. Luke,— which 


|; Tes broken,” says St. Paul, ‘for you.’ 


‘This is my blood of the New Tes- 
tament, [which ts shed for many, for 
the remission of sins.’ ‘“* Now, 
whatsoever our Saviour said, was 
| undoubtedly true ; but these words 
could not be true in a proper sense ; 
for our Saviour’s body was not then 
given or broken, but whole and invio- 
late ; nor was there One drop of his 
blood yet shed. The words, there- 
fore, must necessarily be understood 
in a figurative sense.” 

The Apostles, from their circum- 
stances, could not, then, without a 





iiraculous impression upon their 
minds, have given to our Lord’s de- 
clarations any Other than a tigurative 
interpretation :—and let it be ob- 
served, that God never has required 
men to believe,—has never wrought 
a miracle to prove, what is either 
contradictory to their reason, or 
senses. Many of the truths of di- 
vine revelation, are above reason ; 
that is, we never should have disco- 
vered them without revelation ; and 








without supernatural or miraculous 
testimony. None are plainly against 
reason. A moment's reflection must 
convince us, that a miracle itself 
could not prove to the Apostles that 
our Lord exhibited in the Eucharistic 


and wine, the same body which was 
broken on the cross. For a miracle 


But they had the testimony both of 
their reason and senses, against the 
position. 

It was therefore necessary for them 
to understand the words figuratively. 
And we plead in behalf of that part 
of the Christian world, who adopt 
their sentiments, on a case, to them 
so plain, the same necessity. 


* To didomenon. T ro xAdycevoy. 


t 40 “exxverpevor. 
§ Bishop Bull’s Reply te the Bishop of 





Meaux. 





never could have believed them .- 


Supper, under the forms of bread * 


addresses its testimony to the senses. - 





4g2n 


The language, though figurative, | pasch.! 


has no obscurity. For what mode 
of expression 1s, 04 Brn) subjects 
more “suitable, or more common, 
than * thet in which the sivna is put tor 
the thing signified,—the representa- 
tion, for that which ts represented ? 
W iat mode of e xpr ession, We further 
venture to ask, is less liable to mis- 
apprehension, when the nature “ 
either of the odjects, is well under- 
stood ? In the case in question, the 
vature of the elements cinployed in- 


the representuion, was periectly 


understood, and our Lord’s fgurative | 


phraseology could hardly mislead | 
an unsophisticated, and candid mind. | 
We will adduce a case, of daily oc- 
currence, in which, without any pos- 
sible liability to mistake or error, the 
same figure is employed, 
aman entering a muscum enriched, 
with the remains of mont Greek | 
sculpture ; and, on inguicing what) 
they are, he ieerns. ti 
that Plato, a third fiomer; others 
Hesiod, Horice, Virgii, Demosthe- 
nes, Cicero, ilerodotus, Livy, Cre- 
sar, Nero, &c. ts he deceived by | 
this information? Not at all; he | 
knows well that the busts he sees, | 
are not the identical persons of those | 
ancient poets, philosophers, orators, | 
historians, and emperors ; but only 
REPRESENTATIONS Of their persons | + 
in sculpture, between which and 
the originals, there is as essential a 
difference, as between a human body |: 
instinct with all the principles of ra- | 
tional vitality, and a block of mar- 
ble.?* | 
No advocate for tie real presence | 
supposes that the lamb slain and} 
eaten in the paschal supper, was the 
pessover, in any otuer than a figura-| 
tive sense ; in other words, all be- | 
lieve it to have been a REPRKESENTA- | 
tion of the destroying angel’s pass-| 
ing over the Israelites, when he des- 
troyed the first-born of the Egyp-' 
tians. But in this very chapter the | 


chibi 
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ts Socrates, || 


years.’* 








* Clark on the Euckarfsn 


Vel. Il. No. IV. 
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lamb is several times called 
the: Passover, by the disciples. ‘This 
mode of expression was common 
Jews. 

if more proot of the proper mean- 
ing of our Lord’s words can be want- 
ing, we have that which we think 
conclustye, in the idiom of the Syriac 
and Liebrew language, in a compound 
dialect of which they were ope ny 


‘and alte rwards literally translated by 
‘iwo of the Evy ‘angelists at least, inte 


the Greek. [n the English, Latin, 
and Greck languages, the terms to 


signify, to represent, to denote, and 
others, nearly synonomous, are 
‘tound: but not in the Eastern lan- 


auayes—especially the Hebrew, the 
Chaldaic, and Syriac, used by our 


Lord im his personal ministry.— 
“6 Suppose I} 


Hence, were it his purpose to de- 
clare, that the sacramental bread and 
wine, represented his body and blood, 
the limited resources 01 chelaneuage 
would make it necessary to say * this 


, 1s my body—this 1s my blood.” The 


following passages, among many 
others, are parallel instances of this 
use of the sume term. ‘* The seveu 
kine ane (i. ¢. represent) seven 
‘This 1s (represents) the 
bread of affliction, which our tuthers 
ate in the land of Egypt.’ * The ten 
horns ane (i.e. signity) ten kings.’ 
They drapix of the spieitual rock, 
which followed them, and the rock 
was (i. e. represented) Christ.’ 
‘The seven stars are (represent 
the Angels of the seven Chure hes.’ 
‘The held 1s (i. e. represents) the 
world. ‘The good seed are (repre- 
sent) the children of the kingdom ; 
the tares ane (signify) the children 


y of the wicked one; the enemy 1# 


signifies) the devil ; the harvest 1s 
nesses the end of the world ; 

the reapers are (i. e, signify) the 
Angels.’\ ** After such unequivocas 
testimony from the sacred writings, 


* Gen, xli. 26, 27. 
3 Cor. x. 4. 
Matt. xii. 
16 


t+ Dan. vii. 24, 
# Rev.i, au, 
38, 39. 
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Gan it be longer doubted that ‘ this 
bread is my body,’ has any other 


meaning, than, “this REPRESENTS | 


my body"? , 
In favour of the literal interpreta- 
tion, is next urged the authority of 
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| stantiation, built on the literal accep- 
tation of our Saviour’s words. The 


sentiments of the Lutheran church, 
‘respecting the nature of this sacra: 


‘ment, have never yet been positively 
} defined in a perfectly intelligible 
the Greek, and Lutheran churches. ¥ manner. 


But every definition of its 


We are not insensible that antho- || divines, proves them to differ essen- 
tity has with many, the force of ar-} tially from those of the church of 


gumnent. 
subject, we have already discovered 
that the most unposing authority 1s 
directly at issue with the scriptures. 
The Greek church appears to have 
generally connected with its opinion 
of the Eucharist, an idea less exactly 


But unhappily, on this! Rome. ‘T 
| the adoration of the elements as idol- 
| 





They universally condemn 


}atrous. A veference to the senti- 
iments of this church, therefore, can 


_subserve the Roman Catholic doc- 


trine of transubstantiation, only by 
| misleading the ignorant or the unin- 


. ‘ | 
defined in any of its authenticated | formed reader. 


formularies, but much resembling the 
Roman doctrine of the real presence, 
shortly after it became an article of 
faith in the western church. But 
no such doctrine is taught in either of 
the three ancient liturgies of the 
eastern church.* It is satisfactorily 
demonstrated by the most respecta- 
ble ecclesiastical historians,{ thatthe 
Greek church was drawn into this 
interpretation of our Saviour’s words, 
in consequence of having borrowed, 
during the darkest age which Chris- 
tianity ever saw, the doctrine of the 
real presence from the church of 
Rome. With how little propriety, 
then, can Catholics refer for proof of 
this tenet to such authority ! 

The Lutheran church, it is readily 
conceded, has its peculiar views of 
the nature of this sacrament ; and 
attaches to the consecration of the 
elements, an efficacy, which no other 
denomination of protestants generally 
admit. But while Luther was unable 
to agree with Zuinglius and the Ge- 
nevan church, in their definition of 


the mode in which the benefits of this 


sacred ordinance are conveyed to 
believers, he nevertheless was whol- 
ly united with them in strenuously 
opposing the doctrine of transub- 


* See Adam's View, art. Gr Church, 
+ See, particularly; Mosheim, & Adam's 


_ Weare next referred, for corrobo- 
\rative proof of the Roman Catholic 
;acceptation of our Saviour’s words, 
to several paraliel declarations, al- 
ready adduced, from the sixth chap- 
ter of John. 

In this chapter, Christ represents, 
in that figurative style which distin- 
guished most of his public instruc- 
tions, the immortal benefits which 
are to result to believers, from his 
incarnation and death. Here, too, 
by the use of the same metonymy 
which he afterwards employed in the 
institution of the Supper, the 
terms ‘my flesh,’ and ‘ my blood,’ 
represent the spiritual food which 
\believers derive from his incar- 
carnation and death, by faith in his 
atonement, and communion with him- 
self. The unbelieving Jews, in- 
deed, could attach no other than the 
gross literal sense to the words of 
Christ! an error which proved to 
them the sad occasion of scandal, 
apostacy, and probably of destruc- 
tion. A perilous example! But we 
are appalled with the dictatorial 
boldness with which our author com- 
ments on this part of the Saviour’s 
conduct. ‘If the Jews were de- 
ceived,” these are his words, “ it 
was the imperative duty of the Re- 
former of Man, and the Teacher of 
the World, to undeceive them ; and, 











View, 





in undeceiving them, to ptevent mit- 
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fions of sincere Christians from fill- }is wholly an arbitrary assumption of 
ing into the deepest error.” That } that church, supported only by its 
millions are indeed deceived, to their | overpowering authority, In this de- 
own destruction, noC Lelstion doubts ; cision We are contirmes dby the — 
and that our Saviour uttered many jof the origin of the tenet, It w 

of his instructions in parables, th: ut never directly asserted before a 


the unbelieving, and sensual, w ho | 
hated and opposed his doctrine, 

might, in just judgment for their sits, 
continue to deceive themsclves, our 
Saviour, the prophet Isaiah, and the 
Apostles, expressly assert.* That 
Christ will one day vindicate the per- | 
fect justice of such a procedure, we- 
have not one doubt ; and instead of | 
arraigning and condemning a conduct 


uinth century—and was no article of 
faith previous to the council of Late- 
ran, in the year 1315, These eras, 

by the confession eyen of C atholie 
historians, designate a period ** sur. 
| passing the darkest and most protli- 
gate ages of antiquity, as well by the 
infamy of its princes, as by the mad. 

ness of the people” ;*—* when the 
lamp of science was nearly extin- 


which is the result of the most wise } guished, in the western empire, and 


and holy counsels of the Almighty, 
itis our fervent and anxious wish, 
that both the author and his readers 
may seasonably distrust the safety 
and truth of a system which author- 
izes such a desperate method of dee 
fence. 

This sacrament has a direct refer- 
ence, and most intimate and jnpor- 
tant relation to the death and atone- 
meat of Christ, The sin of abusing 
it, derives from this retation, a pecu- | 


the extrayagance of a tenet was its 
best recommendation to the credu« 
lous multitude.’’t The term tran- 
substantiation appears to have been 
the invention of Stephen, an obscure 
bishop of Autun, who lived about the 
end of the 12th century.. ‘lo the in- 
‘vention of this singular tenet, the 
‘metaphysical philosophy of Ariste- 
tle, which msists much on the distine- 
‘tion between the forms and substance 
of matter,—a philosophy imper- 








liar, and even sanguinary heimous- | 
ness. Hence St. Paul, in his usual 
force and perspicuity of expression, | 
says, ‘He that eateth and drinketh | 
wnworthily’ the sacramental symbols, | 


‘eateth and drinketh damnation toa | 


his own soul, not discerning’ by faith | 
‘the Lord’s body’-—and, ‘is guilty of | 
the body and biood of the Lord.’ 
This passage is sometimes adduced | 
as collateral proof of the doctrine of 
the real presence. With how little | 
reason, is manifest from the remark 


fectly understood, and most irration- 
vally confounded with the theology of 
the age, most obviously led the way, 

The highly figurative phraseology of 
the fathers, and of some af the primi- 
tive liturgies, on this subject, is 
whieh they had followed with aim- 
plicity the examplo of the inspired 


j writings, must likewise, in an age of 


superstition, and ignorance, have con- 
tributed to the same end, Add to 
this, the powerful motives of interest 
which must, at that ume, have promp- 





with which it is connected ybove, | 

But not to protract this paper to a 
tiresome length, we venture, from 
the preceding view, to decide that the 
Popish doctrine ot the real presence 
has no shadow of suppert in the sa- 
cred scriptures ;{ and consequently 


*See Matt, xiii. 10-18. 2 Thess. ii, 7-12. 
+ 1 Cor. xi. 27. 








TA writer of considerable anthority in | 


ted the Koman puntiffis and ecclesias- 
tics, to strengthen and extend their 
influence ever the minds of the 


the Romish church, wha is quoted with ap- 
probation by Bellarmine, says, ‘* that there 
is no text of the scripture so explicit as evi, 
dently to claim our assent to transubstan- 
tiation, without the decision of the church,” 
Rellar. de Euch. |. 3. cap. 23, 

* Sigouius de Regno Itaiiae. 1. 6. 

+ Dr. Wharton's Lette rp. 3), 
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superstitious multitudes. On = such 
minds we venture to say, that not all 
the other rites and doctrines of that 
church, would impress so deep a ve- 
neration for their spiritual superiors, 
or 80 effectual an attachment to the 
whole ecclesiastical system. Such is 
the nature of this doctrine, all must 
allow. Its origin may be thus, in|, 
art, accounted for; and that it ori- 
ginated differently, never has been— || 
or can be prov ed, 
This tenet moreover destroys en-| 


placed on the testimony 
senses: 
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‘tirely the evidence of miracles, iu 
support of the Christian religion. 
For, admitting it, we profess that, in 


this instance, no reliance is to be 
of our 
and if in one instance, cer- 


tainly tn all. But miracles fall under 


the denomination of sensible testi- 
mony, and on the Roman Catholic 


1 Sa iple, are entitled to no weight. 
“he wisdom of God which employed 
them is frustrated—and the strongest 
pillar of our faith rent away. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FORFIGN SUMMARY. 

The Religious Tract Society held 
its twenty-first anniversary in the 
month of May last ; Joseph Reynes, 
Esq. in the chair. 
Tracts issued during the year, 
was 5,626,674—being an increase 
beyond — the 
1,583,353! The loss on Tracts sup- 
plied to hawkers, and other domes- 
tic grants, exceeded 900/. sterling, or 
$4000. 

The First Annual Meeting of The 
Home Missionary Society, was held ; 
Sir ‘Thomas Bell in the chair. ‘This 
meeting was crowded to excess. 
7001. sterling had been collected, 
and six Missionaries had been admit- 
ted into the service of the Society. 
The donations during the evening, 
were 198/. sterling, or $880. 

The Merchant Seamun’s Second 
Annual Meeting was held ; Adiwiral 
Lord Viscount Exmouth in the chair. 
During the last year, 789 vessels had 
been supplied, on board of which 
were 8000 seamen. Certificates 
from captains of ships stated,— 


That great reformation was apparent 
among their crews, as in several 
ships, swearing was unknown; the 
Sabbath was also regularly kept, and 
the men, both fore and aft, were 
eager to receive spiritual instruc- 
tien. The issues for the past year 


The number of 


preceding year of 


—- 
——_$_—_— 


| had been 1889 bibles. and 2665 tes- 
‘taments. ‘The East-fndia Company 
had munificently presented to the 
Society, 2001. sterling. 

The Port of London Society for 
Promoting Religion among Seamen, 
held its second anniversary ; Lord 
Gambier in the chair, supporte d by 
Prince Leopold, Admiral Sir G. Mar- 
tin, and Admiral Spranger. On the 
plattorm were a numberof distin- 
guished naval officers. The report 
stated, that sailors are now more 
identitied with Christian society than 
ever ; more frequently seen in reli- 
gious congregations ; and inquiries 
respecting their moral and religious 
culture, more common than at any 
period anterior to its institution. 
The number attending divine wor- 
the time as to shipping. When the 
vessels, it is not uncommon to witness 
the spectacle of 60 ships’ boats, con- 
veying from 400 to 500 seamen to 











enjoy this inestimable privilege—a 
privilege in which many thousands 
have participated in the floating cha- 
pel in the past year ; in addition to 
an increased number who resort to 
other places of worship ; That there 
is now, decidedly, far less swearing 
than formerly among men on board 





ships, as well as those who navigate 


ship, varied according to the state of 


Upper and Lower Pools are full of 
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the river craft ; and that it is conse- i 100 feet from the ends of the house. It is 
quently manifest that there is a » filled with forms, except an area before 


change for the better, and a growing 
reformation among this class of their 
fellow subjects.” 





South Sea I-land«. | 
With unfeigned pleasure we have 
perused the last accounts from the 
Missionaries stationed in the Society 
Islands. They reach down to the) 
firstof June, 1819. The occurrences | 
of the past year, and particularly of | 
the month of May, were such as to) 
demonstrate the deep and permanent 
hold of the blessed gospel, on the 
minds of the great body of the na- 
tives ; and fully entitle them to rank 
among the population of Christian 
countries, The association suggest- 
ed by the idea of ‘‘an anniversary | 
missionary week” in the island of | 
Otaheite, so lately the residence of | 
half naked savages, may excite a_ 
smle—-but to conceive of six thou- 
sand of these natives engaged with 
entire unanimity, with perfect deco- 
rum, and the liveliest interest in such 
a celebration, awakens retlections 
and feelings, with which the ludi- 
crous has very litte connexion. 
There is not a town—no, not a con- 
gregation in America, that ought not | 
to feel its coldness, its reluctance, | 
and its want of unanimity in the pro- 
motion of religious objects, reproved, | 
hy the example of these simple isl- | 
anders. We give a few brief ex-. 
tracts from the last number of the 
London Missionary Register. 





Royal Mission Chapel at Otaheite 
**Pomare has lately erected a very Jong 
building at Papaoa, and devoted it to the: 
meetings of the Missionary Society, whict | 
was formed last year. the building we 
denominate the ** Royal Mission Chapel.” 

“It is 712 feet long by 54 wide. The ridge- 
pole, or middle, is supported by 36 massy : 
pillars of the bread-fruit tree. The outside 
posts al] round the house are 280. It has ; 
133 windows of sliding shutters, and 29! 
doors. The ends are of a semicircular 
form. There are three square pulpits, 
about 260 feet apart fiom one another ; 


|) each puipit, and laid with dry grass. The 


rafters are covered with a fine kind of 
iringed matting, which is bound on with 
cords of various colours, in avery peat 


|} manner; and the ends of the matting are 


left hanging down, like the flags in St. 
Paul’s Cathedral. The whole building is 
surrounded with @ very strong fence of 
wood, and the space between it and the 
buriding is filled with gravel. 

** The prodigious length of this place ren- 
ders it inconvenient: but it is supposed 
that Pomare, baving acknowledged the only 
living and true God, was determined that 
the bail ling erected for His Honour should 
tar exceed any edifice formerly devoted to 
the idols of the country.” 

Mi: vary Week in Otaheite, 

The second week in May, of last veas, 
was observed, at Otaheite, as a Missionary 
Week. On Monday, May the 10th, a 
Meeting was held, preparatory to the Ges 
neral Meeting of the Society : on Tuesday, 
was the Opening of the Royal Mission 
Chapel: on Wednesday, the Sermous of 
the Auxiliary Missionary Society were 


| preached; Thursday was a kind of State 


Day, and was occupied in the Promulga- 
tion of a new Code of Laws: on Friday, 
the First Aunual Meeting of the Missionary 
Society was held: and all was followed by 
the Baptism of the King, on Sunday, May 
the 16th. 
O, evimg of the Royal Mission Chapel, at Ouheite. 
Tuesday being the day appointed for 
opening the Royal Mission Chapel, about 
11 o'clock we met the king at the east end 
of the house. He was dressed in a white 
shirt, with a neat variegated mat round 
his loins; and a tiputa over all, coloured 
and ornamented with red and yellow. ‘The 


|} Queen and principal women were dressed 


in wative clothing, with an English frill 


Jround the neck. The assembled thousands 
i} were clean, and dressed in their best. 


We took our stations according ta ap- 
pointirent; Brother Platt in the West pul- 
pit, Brother Darling in the middle, and 
Brother Crook in the east. The King sat 
in the east end of the douse. 

The scene was striking beyond descrip- 


jtion. No confusion ensued from three 
| speakers preaching all at once in the same 


house, as they were at such a great distance 
from one another, We suppose the uume- 
ber of hearers to have been between 6000 
aud 6000, 


Fisat Anmversary of the Auxiliary Yissionary 
Doviety 


On Monday, preparatory to the General 





‘those toward each extremity being about. 


Meeting of the Society, the Brethsen assem 
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bled at Papaoa. The people were en- 
camped on ench side of it, along the sea- 
beach, to the extent of about four miles. 
They soon assembled together, to pay their 
respects to the King; aud made a grand 
appearance, being decently clad in white 
native clothing. 

The King first wrote bis own name, and 
his gift to the Missionary Society (eight 
‘hogs ;) and having written the name of his 
principal Governor, ‘Treasurer, and Secre- 
tary, he desired each of us to write our 
namos, with our donations, In the same 
manner he proceeded with all the Govern- 
ors, wiiting their names and contributions. 

Wednesday, being the beginning of the 
Anniversary of the Parent Society, was re- 
gerded with peculiar interest. 

On Friday we attended to the business of 
the Missionary Society. 

We met the King, as President, and all | 
the Governors, Ofiicers, and Members, in | 
the Royal Mission Chapel. 

Brother Bickuell began with a short ad- 
dress, singing, and prayer. 

Brother Wilson then addressed Tati and 
the Society, and cohcluded by moving, | 
* That we thank Pomarre for his princely | 
couduct, as President of this Society, and | 

for his royal contribution ; and that he be 
requested to take his seat as President.” 
Ptami rose, and suppoited the motion. | 
Tati then addressed the people, agd put) 
the motion, which was unanimously agreed 
to. The King then took his seat, and ad- | 
dressed the people ; exhorting them to be 
firm in their attachment to the Suciety, and | 
to continue their subscriptions and support | 
till death. The people, to signify their | 
hearty consent to what Pomare bad said, 
held up their hands. 
ction of Laws 

Thursday being “the day appointed for 
promulgating the Laws, about noon we all | 
assembled in the centre of the Royal Mis: | 
sion Chapel. | 

The King requested Brother Crook to | 
open the business of the day. He ascended | 
the pulpit, and Pomare followed. 

Alter singing, reading the Scriptures, and | 
prayer, the hing stood up, and looked upon | 
the thousands of his subjects on his right | 
and his left. 

Pomare then proceeded to read and com- 
ment upon the laws respecting murder, 
theft, trespass, stolen property, lost proper- 
sy, sabbath-breaking, rebellion, marriage, 
adultery, the judges, court-houses, Ac. in 
eighteen articles. After reading and cx- 
plaining the several articles, he asked the 
Chiefs if they approved of them. They 
replied aloud, ‘* We agree to them—we 
heartily agree to them.”? The Kivg then 
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they approved of the Laws, to signify the 
| same by lifting up their right hands, This 
' was unammousiy done, with a remarkable 
rushing noise, owing to the thousands of 
arms beivg lifted at once. 





From the Coast of Africa. 

The public are already but too 
well apprised of the melancholy ex- 
tent of the mortality which has taken 
place among the enterprising and be- 
nevolent agents of government, and 
the Colonization Society, and their 
associates, who sailed from this 
country in February last, for the 
purpose of preparing there, an asy- 
lum for African emigrants, and liber- 
ated blacks, from this country.— 
They arrived, and selected a station 
for their landing and temporary resi- 
dence, on the island of Campelar, in 
the latter part of March. The sick- 
ness commenced among the agents, 
on board the Elizabeth, as early as 

the 5th of April: and the work of 
death, about the middle of the same 
month. The physician, Mr. Crozer, 
was among the first of the victims. 
Mr. Bacon, the principal agent of 
government, died on the 3d of May, 
jat Cape Shelling, on his way to Siers 
ra Leone, for medical aid. Before 
the first of June, when Mr. Dughen 
| left Sherbro’, the whole of the crew 
of an armed schooner, left by the 
Cyane on that station, consisiing of 
a midshipman and seven white men, 
Messrs, Bacon, Crozer, aad Bankson, 
agents, and fifteen of the coloured 
people, had fallen. The survivors 
removed in a hody, under the direc- 
tion of Rev. Mr. Coker, a coloured 
man of their number, to the country 
eelected by the agents for the seitle- 
ment, several leagues interior, and 
which enjoys a much more salubri- 
ous atmosphere than the low lands of 
the coast. 

We hope soon to be put in posses- 
sian of materials for a short biogra- 
phical shetch of the lamented Mr. 
| Bacon, for whose memory the chris- 
| tian public will long cherish a sincere 





addressed the people, and desired them, it and merited respect, 
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Abstract of the Report of the House of 
Clerical and Lay Delegatesy in General 
Convention, Philadelphia, May 1820, on 
the state of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. 


(Comtipued from page 9%) 


New-Jersey.—The state of the 
ehurch in the diocess of New-Jersey, 
throagh the divine goodness, sull 
coutimues, however slowly, to im- 
prove. 

Though there has been but one 
addition to the number of congrega- 
tions, since the last report, (the 
church at Patterson) yet there has 
been an increase of members and of 
communicants, in several. More 
clergymen now belong to the diocess, 
and possess cures, than at any forme. | 
period. The churches, with scarcely 
an exception, are in excellent repair. | 
One of which, St. Michael's church | 
at Trenton, has been lately rebuilt, 
in an elegant style, and others have 
been improved ‘and repaired. The 
vacant churches have enjoyed the 
regular administration of the word! 
and ordinances, more frequently than | 
formerly. ‘They have been annually 
visited by the bishop, some of them! 
oftener ; several of them by the rec- 
tors in their viciuity ; and all of them: 
by missionaries. There is, there-| 
fore, cause for gratitude to the divine | 
head of the church, that, straggling 
with difficulties and discouragements, | 
as our section of it has been for many | 
years, we are yet permitted not only 
to live, but to anticipate, with consi- 
derable confidence, a still better state 
of our ecclesiastical affairs. 

Five ordinations and two institu- 
tions have taken place within the 
past year. Two candidates for holy 
orders have been admitted. 

Confirmations have, been adminis- 
_ tered in eight churches. The nur- 
ber confirmed was one hundred and 
fifty-three. The number of bup- 
tisms reported, since the last general 
convention, is four handred ahd 
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of communicants, upwards of eight 
hundred. The rubrics and canons 
of the charch are generally observed 
with attention, and the authority of 
ihe church respected. 

The funds of the corporation for 
the relief of wibows and children of 
clergymen of the Protestant Episco- 
pal church in this State ; of the Epis- 
copal Society for promoting christian 
knowledge and piety ; and the fund 
for snpporting Missionaries, have in- 
creased considerably since the last 
report. The permanent fund of the 
Episcopal Society has advanced from 
four hundred and seventy-five, te 
upwards of eight hundred dollars ; 
at the same time, a very considerable 
number of bibles, prayer books, and 
religions tracts have been gratuitously 
distributed by the Society, among the 








necdy members of the church, and 
others. 

‘Che number of instituted rectors, 
in the diocess, is nine. The whole 
number of clergymen, fifteen ; three 
more than were reported at the last 
moceting. 

Penasylvania.—There are, at this 
time, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
thirty clergymen of the Episcopal 
church ; the greater part of whom 
are engaged in the discharge of pas 
rochial duty. 

Sixteen persons have been ordaing 
ed deacons, in this diocese, since the 
last geoeral convention, and ten dea 
cons have been ordained priests, 
This diocese has been deprived by 
death, of the Rev. Absalom Jones, the 
Rev. Thomas P. May, and the Rev. 
John Campbeth. 

St. Thomas’schurch, Whitemarsh, 
St. Luke’s church, Germantown, and 
Christ church, Leacock, Lancaster 
county, have been consecrated by 
the bishop. 

New churches are erecting at Lan- 
caster, Easton, and Mantua. 

Four recently organized parishes 
have been teceived into union with 
the convention of the diocese. 








Pighty-two, and the present number 
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ported to the last diocesan conven- 
tion, is one thousand five hundred. 
From the representations of the 
missionaries who are sent out ucder 
the patronage of the Society for the 
advancement of Christianity in Penn- 
sylvania, the agreeable intelligence 1s 
derived, that a degree of religious 
vensibility is perceptible among the 
members of our communion general- 
ly, and an attachment to the distine- 
tive principles of our church, which, 
it is hoped, will, in time, lead to the 
most beneficial results. Under the 
influence of this pious zeal, the mis- 
sionaries who have been sent into the 
interior parts of the State have been 
thankfully received and cordially 
welcomed ; and under their labours, 
congregations have been collected 
and organized, which will sodn be 


able to erect for themscives places of} 


public worship, and support their 
pastors, 

Societies have been established 
and respectably supported, for Sun- 
day school instruction, for distribut- 
ing the Book of Common Prayer, and 
religious tracts. The Episcopal 
fund is rapidly increasing, and the 
corporation for the relief of widows 
and orphans of clergymen, has an 
extensive fund, which promises to 
answer the purposes of its establish- 
ment. 

Delaware.---The state of affairs, 
and the cause of religion, it is believ- 
ed, are certainly improving ; and it 
is hoped, the set time to favour this 
part of our Zion is near at hand. 
Since the last general convention, 
several churches in the State have 
been repaired, and placed in good 
order, and have received considera- 
ble additions of families and commu- 
nicants. There are fourteen churches 
in this state, and the most of them 





have regular and stated religious ser- 
vices ; and those, which are not thus | 
favoured, are visited occasionally by | 
the clergy of the state. The church | 
in Wilmington has especially been | 
fhvoured with God's blessing within | 
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two years past, and has arisen from 
its desolate state. At Newcastle 
the prospect is brightening. The 


ichurches in Kent county are prom- 


ising. At Middletown, exertions bave 
been made to rescue the tine building 
the congregation of St. Ann's possess. 
from dilapidation ; and the labour, 
bestowed lately upon it, has not 
been in vain. 

The conventions of late have been 
more interesting, and are well at- 
tended ; andthe rules of the church 
are well observed. The churches 
in Sussex county are in an improving 
state. Some of the congregations 
have made considerable exertions to 
repair their places of worship, and 
their labours have not been in vain. 

There are in the State of Dela- 
ware, four officiating clergymen. 
There are about two hundred com- 
municants. There have been one 
hundred and fourteen persons con- 
firmed ; and one candidate received 
for holy orders. 

(To be continued.) 





The annual Convention of the 
Episcopal church, for the diocess of 
New-York, was holden on the 17th 
and 18th days of October, in the city 
of New-York. We understand that 
the plan for an Education Society, 
which provides for the establishment 
of a Theological Seminary in that 
diocess, was adopted. 





On Thursday the 26th October, 
was holden at Georgetown, D.C. the 
second annual meeting of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Education Society, tor 
the diocess of Maryland and Virgi- 
nia. This useful institution continues 
to flourish. Extracts from the Re- 
port and Minutes will be prepared 
for a future number. 





The United Foreign Missionary 
Society have determined on the es- 


tablishment ‘of a Mission in the ° 


Missouri division of the Osage Nation 
of Indians. 
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